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Prostitution and Sex Work - Melissa Hope
Ditmore 2011
A fascinating overview of prostitution and sex
work in the United States, from the Colonial era
to today, examines the issue as it affects men,
women, and transgender individuals of all races
and classes. * Appendices of primary source
documents include lyrics and poetry, legal texts,
and excerpts from reports produced by sex work
projects * A chronology of significant legal
cases, passage of laws, and events pertaining to
prostitution and sex work from the Colonial era
to the present * A comprehensive bibliography of
significant scholarship from history, sociology,
and anthropology
Reconfiguring Stigma in Studies of Sex for
Sale - Jeanett Bjønness 2021-09-24
Reconfiguring Stigma in Studies of Sex for Sale
is about the production and effects of stigma in
sex work or prostitution with contributions from
four continents and different disciplines that
taken together explore how such stigma is
conditioned by differences in time, place,
citizenship, gender, sexuality, class and race.
Stigma is about relationships between people
and also sets an interpretative frame whereby
people understand and react to situations and
actions, and the book is developed and
organized to investigate this from various
angles. It presents empirical studies that build
on and expand the scholarship on stigma and sex
work. This means that it contributes to a more
complex understanding of stigma in sex work
studies. Further, by using the example of sew
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work to explore how we can best understand the
production and consequences of stigma, the
book makes a contribution that is relevant for all
scholars who work on stigma and stigmatization.
The book is intended for academic audiences
interested in sex work or prostitution, on the one
hand, and stigmatization, on the other. It is also
intended for students in a broad range of
disciplines, as well as for practitioners and
activists who encounter or work with
stigmatization or stigmatized populations.
Sex Work and the New Zealand Model Armstrong, Lynzi 2021-07-14
Using the evidence from New Zealand, this
unique collection examines how
decriminalisation is experienced by different
groups of sex workers and reveals the enduring
challenges for sex workers in this context. This
is an invaluable contribution to the urgent
debates regarding sex work laws and the global
struggle to realise sex worker’s rights.
Policing the Sex Industry - Teela Sanders
2017-12-12
The exponential growth of sexual commerce,
migration and movement of people into the sex
industry, as well as localised concerns about
transactional sex, are key areas of interest
across the urban west. Given the complex
regulatory frameworks under-which the sex
industry manifests, the role of the police is
significant. Policing the Sex Industry draws on
the research and expertise of academics and
practitioners, presenting advanced scholarship
across a range of countries and spaces.
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Unpicking the relationship between police
practice and commercial sex whilst speaking to
the current policy agendas, Policing the Sex
Industry explores key issues including:
trafficking, decriminalisation, localised impacts
of punitive policing approaches, uneven policing
approaches, hate-crime approaches and the
impact of policing on trans sex workers. A
dynamic and incisive contribution to existing
research, Policing the Sex Industry will appeal to
undergraduate and postgraduate students, as
well as researchers at all levels, interested in
fields including Criminology, Sociology, Gender
Politics and Women’s Studies
The Pimping of Prostitution - Julie Bindel
2019-06-15
This book examines one of the most contested
issues facing feminists, human rights activists
and governments around the globe – the
international sex trade. For decades, the liberal
left has been conflicted as to whether proprostitution activists or abolitionists hold the
correct view, and debates are ongoing as to who
holds the key to the solutions facing the women
and girls involved. Over the course of two years,
Bindel conducted 250 interviews in almost 40
countries, cities and states, traveling around
Europe, Asia, North America, Australia, New
Zealand, and East and South Africa. Visiting
legal brothels all around the world, Bindel got to
know pimps, pornographers, survivors of the sex
trade, and the women being sold by men classed
as ‘business entrepreneurs’. Whilst meeting
feminist abolitionists, pro-prostitution
campaigners, police and government officials,
and the men who drive the demand, Bindel
uncovered the lies, mythology and criminal
activity that shroud this global trade, and
suggests here a way forward for the women
seeking to abolish the oldest oppression.
Informed by the lived human experience of those
interviewed, this book will be of great interest to
feminists, students, criminal justice advocates,
criminologists and human rights activists.
Women of the Street - Susan Dewey 2016
Explores encounters between those who make
their living by engaging in street-based
prostitution and the criminal justice and social
service workers who try to curtail it Working
together every day, the lives of sex workers,
police officers, public defenders, and social
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service providers are profoundly intertwined, yet
their relationships are often adversarial and
rooted in fundamentally false assumptions. The
criminal justice-social services alliance operates
on the general belief that the women they police
and otherwise regulate choose sex work as a
result of traumatization, rather than
acknowledging the fact that socioeconomic
realities often inform their choices. Drawing on
extraordinarily rich ethnographic research,
including interviews with over one hundred
street-involved women and dozens of criminal
justice and social service professionals, Women
of the Street argues that despite the intimate
knowledge these groups have about each other,
measures designed to help these women
consistently fail because they do not take into
account false assumptions about street life,
homelessness, drug use and sex trading.
Reaching beyond disciplinary silos by combining
the analysis of an anthropologist and a legal
scholar, the book offers an evidence-based
argument for the decriminalization of
prostitution.
Sex Work 3.0 - Martyra Peng 2022-04-28
Sexwork 3.0 shows international perspectives on
how to think about a complete decriminalization
of sex work together with a successful fight
against violence and forced prostitution. Beyond
sex purchase bans and ideological debates.
Revolting Prostitutes - Molly Smith
2018-11-06
How the law harms sex workers—and what they
want instead Do you have to endorse
prostitution in order to support sex worker
rights? Should clients be criminalized, and can
the police deliver justice? In Revolting
Prostitutes, sex workers Juno Mac and Molly
Smith bring a fresh perspective to questions that
have long been contentious. Speaking from a
growing global sex worker rights movement, and
situating their argument firmly within wider
questions of migration, work, feminism, and
resistance to white supremacy, they make it
clear that anyone committed to working towards
justice and freedom should be in support of the
sex worker rights movement.
Not a Choice, Not a Job - JANICE G. RAYMOND
2013-07-15
A generation ago, most people did not know how
ubiquitous and grave human trafficking was.
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Now many people agree that the $35.7 billion
business is an appalling violation of human
rights. But when confronted with prostitution,
many people experience an odd disconnect
because prostitution is shrouded in myths,
among them the claims that ôprostitution is
inevitable,ö and ôprostitution is a job or service
like any other.ö In Not a Choice, Not a Job,
Janice Raymond challenges both the myths and
their perpetrators. Raymond demonstrates that
prostitution is not sex but sexual exploitation,
and that legalizing and decriminalizing the
system of prostitutionùas opposed to the
prostituted womenùpromotes sex trafficking,
expands the sex industry, and invites organized
crime. Specifically, Raymond exposes how
legalized prostitution in the Netherlands,
Germany, Australia, and Nevada worsens crime
and endangers women. In contrast, she reveals,
when governments work to prevent the demand
for prostitution by prosecuting pimps, brothels,
and prostitution usersùas in Norway, Sweden,
and Icelandùtrafficking does not increase,
women are better protected, and fewer men buy
sex. Raymond expands the boundaries of
scholarship in womenÆs studies, making this
book indispensable to human rights advocates
around the world.
Getting Screwed - Alison Bass 2015-09-22
Alison Bass weaves the true stories of sex
workers with the latest research on prostitution
into a gripping journalistic account of how
women (and some men) navigate a culture that
routinely accepts the implicit exchange of sex for
money, status, or even a good meal, but imposes
heavy penalties on those who make such
bargains explicit. Along the way, Bass examines
why an increasing number of middle-class white
women choose to become sex workers and
explores how prostitution has become a thriving
industry in the twenty-first-century global
economy. Situating her book in American history
more broadly, she also discusses the impact of
the sexual revolution, the rise of the Nevada
brothels, and the growing war on sex trafficking
after 9/11. Drawing on recent studies that show
lower rates of violence and sexually transmitted
diseases, including HIV, in regions where adult
prostitution is legal and regulated, Bass makes a
powerful case for decriminalizing sex work.
Through comparisons of the impact of
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criminalization vs. decriminalization in other
countries, her book offers strategies for making
prostitution safer for American sex workers and
the communities in which they dwell. This
riveting assessment of how U.S. anti-prostitution
laws harm the public health and safety of sex
workers and other citizens - and affect larger
societal attitudes toward women - will interest
feminists, sociologists, lawyers, health-care
professionals, and policy makers. The book also
will appeal to anyone with an interest in
American history and our society's evolving
attitudes toward sexuality and marriage.
Sex Work - Frédérique Delacoste 1998
A landmark collection of writings by street
prostitutes, exotic dancers, nude models,
escorts, porn stars, and massage parlor workers.
Since publication in 1987, SEX WORK has
generated much discussion and has changed the
language we use to talk about sex for money.
Not a Choice, Not a Job - JANICE G. RAYMOND
2013-07-15
A generation ago, most people did not know how
ubiquitous and grave human trafficking was.
Now many people agree that the $35.7 billion
business is an appalling violation of human
rights. But when confronted with prostitution,
many people experience an odd disconnect
because prostitution is shrouded in myths,
among them the claims that ôprostitution is
inevitable,ö and ôprostitution is a job or service
like any other.ö In Not a Choice, Not a Job,
Janice Raymond challenges both the myths and
their perpetrators. Raymond demonstrates that
prostitution is not sex but sexual exploitation,
and that legalizing and decriminalizing the
system of prostitutionùas opposed to the
prostituted womenùpromotes sex trafficking,
expands the sex industry, and invites organized
crime. Specifically, Raymond exposes how
legalized prostitution in the Netherlands,
Germany, Australia, and Nevada worsens crime
and endangers women. In contrast, she reveals,
when governments work to prevent the demand
for prostitution by prosecuting pimps, brothels,
and prostitution usersùas in Norway, Sweden,
and Icelandùtrafficking does not increase,
women are better protected, and fewer men buy
sex. Raymond expands the boundaries of
scholarship in womenÆs studies, making this
book indispensable to human rights advocates
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around the world.
Sex Workers Unite - Melinda Chateauvert
2015-03-10
A provocative history that reveals how sex
workers have been at the vanguard of social
justice movements for the past fifty years while
building a movement of their own that
challenges our ideas about labor, sexuality,
feminism, and freedom Documenting five
decades of sex-worker activism, Sex Workers
Unite is a fresh history that places prostitutes,
hustlers, escorts, call girls, strippers, and porn
stars in the center of America’s major civil rights
struggles. Although their presence has largely
been ignored and obscured, in this provocative
history Melinda Chateauvert recasts sex workers
as savvy political organizers—not as helpless
victims in need of rescue. Even before
transgender sex worker Sylvia Rivera threw a
brick and sparked the Stonewall Riot in 1969,
these trailblazing activists and allies challenged
criminal sex laws and “whorephobia,” and were
active in struggles for gay liberation, women’s
rights, reproductive justice, union organizing,
and prison abolition. Although the multibilliondollar international sex industry thrives, the
United States remains one of the few
industrialized nations that continues to
criminalize prostitution, and these
discriminatory laws put workers at risk. In
response, sex workers have organized to
improve their working conditions and to
challenge police and structural violence.
Through individual confrontations and collective
campaigns, they have pushed the boundaries of
conventional organizing, called for
decriminalization, and have reframed sex
workers’ rights as human rights. Telling stories
of sex workers, from the frontlines of the 1970s
sex wars to the modern-day streets of SlutWalk,
Chateauvert illuminates an underrepresented
movement, introducing skilled activists who
have organized a global campaign for selfdetermination and sexual freedom that is as
multifaceted as the sex industry and as diverse
as human sexuality.
Decriminalization of Sex Work: The New
Zealand Model - Joep Rottier 2018-11-20
In many countries worldwide, sex workers have
no other choice than to carry out their
profession in illegal environments. Repressive
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policies force them to work in difficult or
dangerous underground settings. They need to
struggle against incomprehension, moral
disapproval, prejudices, and increasing public
stigmatization. Contrary to prevailing tendency
in Europe and America to criminalize clients of
sex workers, New Zealand decriminalized the
entire commercial voluntary sex industry in 2003
by enacting the Prostitution Reform Act (PRA) as the only state in the world, so far. The
implementation of this integrative sex industry
policy marks a turning point in the lives and
working conditions of New Zealand sex workers.
Sex work became recognized as legitimate
service work. Nowadays, the sex service sector
in this country operates under the same legal
rights as any other service sector. In
Decriminalization of Sex Work: The New
Zealand Model, Joep Rottier contextualizes the
historical-cultural and sociopolitical
backgrounds of this integrative sex industry
policy. This explorative and descriptive research
provides insights in the unique role of the New
Zealand Prostitutes' Collective (NZPC) - as a
social movement organization - in the policy
making process. Whereas successful selforganization of sex workers is recognized to be a
challenge in most countries, NZPC in New
Zealand offers an inspiring look at what may
become possible if such self-organization does
work out. By means of 119 interviews with
involved key actors in the New Zealand sex
industry, this book gives a unique view on de
facto experiences with this policy from different
perspectives. The qualitative research shows
that the New Zealand Model practices what
other policies mainly preach: the voices of the
people most involved - the sex workers - are
heard and taken seriously.
Criminality at Work - Alan Bogg 2020-03-12
From the Master and Servant legislation to the
Factories Acts of the 19th century, the criminal
law has always had a vital yet normatively
complex role in the regulation of work relations.
Even in its earliest forms, it operated both as a
tool to repress collective organizations and
enforce labour discipline, while policing the
worst excesses of industrial capitalism. Recently,
governments have begun to rediscover criminal
law as a regulatory tool in a diverse set of areas
related to labour law: 'modern slavery',
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penalizing irregular migrants, licensing regimes
for labour market intermediaries, wage theft,
supporting the enforcement of general labour
standards, new forms of hybrid preventive
orders, harassment at work, and industrial
protest. This volume explores the political and
regulatory dimensions of the new 'criminality at
work' from a wide range of disciplinary
perspectives, including labour law, immigration
law, and health and safety regulations. The
volume provides an overview of the regulatory
terrain of 'criminality at work', exploring
whether these different regulatory interventions
represent politically legitimate uses of the
criminal law. The book also examines whether
these recent interventions constitute a new
pattern of criminalization that operates in
preventive mode and is based upon character
and risk-based forms of culpability. The volume
concludes by reflecting upon the general themes
of 'criminality at work' comparatively, from
Australian, Canadian, and US perspectives.
Criminality at Work is a timely, rich and
ambitious piece of scholarship that examines the
many intersections between criminal law and
work relations from a historical and
contemporary vantage-point.
The Oxford Handbook of the Economics of
Prostitution - Scott Cunningham 2016
"A study of the economics of sex work"-Prostitution - Teela Sanders 2009-09-01
This imaginative and comprehensive
introduction to the sex industry is as welcome as
it is timely.... This is a rewarding and topical
book that I would urge all interested parties to
consult. Graham Scambler, Professor of Medical
Sociology, University College London. A
remarkably thorough analysis of prostitution in
contemporary society. Situating sex work at the
intersection of economy, occupation, and
emotion, the authors illuminate the complex
forces that shape prostitution within an
emerging global order. Bringing their analysis
full circle, they close with a helpful exploration
of the methods by which researchers are able to
investigate an area of such danger and
controversy. All in all, a courageous and
important book. Jeff Ferrell, Visiting Professor of
Criminology, University of Kent, UK, and
Professor of Sociology, Texas Christian
University, USA. This excellent text fills a gap in
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the market as it explores the full range of issues
covering sex work, policy and politics....A
fascinating and informative text which will
become the leading handbook in this area. Dr
Louise Westmarland, Senior Lecturer in
Criminology, The Open University Many
commentators have attempted to analyze and
explain the nature of prostitution. However, this
is the first textbook to offer a complete overview
of the way it operates within contemporary
society, its characteristics, organzational
structures and cultural contexts. The book also
explores how criminal, social and health policies
have sought to regulate and control the selling
of sex. This introduction to the sociology and
criminology of sex work is: " comprehensive covering all key areas common to the study of
the female sex industry and also includes male
and transgender sex work, and the sexual
exploitation of young people " interdisciplinary combining sociological approaches with
criminology, criminal justice studies, social
policy, health research and sexuality studies "
comparative - including the international context
of the sex industry, drawing on European and
other examples of law, regulation and systems
that govern the sex industry " student-focused offering a lively writing style, case studies,
summaries of relevant legislation, study
questions and guidance on further reading "
accessible - assisting student learning and aiding
lecturers in their teaching. Written by leading
experts with over 20 years' experience in
researching and teaching in the field, this is a
must for all criminology, criminal justice and
sociology students taking modules in sex
industry and prostitution studies. It will also
appeal to those in gender studies and social
policy.
Internet Sex Work - Teela Sanders 2017-09-18
This book takes readers behind the screen to
uncover how digital technologies have affected
the UK sex industry. The authors use extensive
new datasets to explore the working practices,
safety and regulation of the sex industry, for
female, male and trans sex workers primarily
working in the UK. Insights are given as to how
sex workers use the internet in their everyday
working lives, appropriating social media,
private online spaces and marketing strategies
to manage their profiles, businesses and careers.
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Internet Sex Work also explores safety strategies
in response to new forms of crimes experienced
by sex workers, as well as policing responses.
The book will be of interest to students and
scholars across a range of social science
disciplines, including gender studies, socio-legal
studies, criminology and sociology.
New Sociologies of Sex Work - Dr Kate Hardy
2012-12-28
Sex work studies have seen an expansion in
publications over the past decade, drawing
together disciplines from across the social
sciences, namely sociology, criminology and
social policy. There has, however, been a
tendency for research and writing to focus on
the more obvious aspect of the sex industry - the
visible elements of female street prostitution and
those features which attract media attention
such as the criminalised aspects of the sex trade.
The sex industry is diverse in terms of its
organisation, presentation, participants and how
it is located in the broader context of
globalisation and regulation; there is a need for
publications which demonstrate this breadth.
This book makes an outstanding contribution to
the sociology of sex work through advancing
theoretical, policy, methodological and empirical
ideas as each chapter pushes the boundaries of a
specific area by offering new and critical
research as well as commentary.
Challenging Perspectives on Street-Based
Sex Work - Katie Hail-Jares 2017-07
Are sex workers victims, criminals, or just trying
to make a living? Over the last five years, public
policy and academic discourse have moved from
criminalization of sex workers to victim-based
understanding, shaped by human trafficking.
While most research focuses on macro-level
policies and theories, less is known about the onthe-ground perspectives of people whose lives
are impacted by sex work, including attorneys,
social workers, police officers, probation
officers, and sex workers themselves.
Challenging Perspectives on Street-Based Sex
Work brings the voices of lower-echelon sex
workers and those individuals charged with
policy development and enforcement into
conversation with one another. Chapters
highlight some of the current approaches to sex
work, such as diversion courts, trafficking task
forces, law enforcement assisted diversion and
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decriminalization. It also examines how sex
workers navigate seldom-discussed social
phenomenon like gentrification, pregnancy,
imperialism, and being subjects of research.
Through dialogue, our authors reveal the
complex reality of engaging in and regulating
sex work in the United States and through
American aid abroad. Contributors include:
Aneesa A. Baboolal, Marie Bailey-Kloch, Mira
Baylson, Nachale “Hua” Boonyapisomparn,
Belinda Carter, Jennifer Cobbina, Ruby Corado,
Eileen Corcoran, Kate D’Adamo, Edith Kinney,
Margot Le Neveu, Martin A. Monto, Linda
Muraresku, Erin O’Brien, Sharon Oselin.
Catherine Paquette, Dan Steele, Chase Strangio,
Signy Toquinto, and the editors.
Revolting Prostitutes - Juno Mac 2020-03-03
How the law harms sex workers—and what they
want instead Do you have to endorse
prostitution in order to support sex worker
rights? Should clients be criminalized, and can
the police deliver justice? In Revolting
Prostitutes, sex workers Juno Mac and Molly
Smith bring a fresh perspective to questions that
have long been contentious. Speaking from a
growing global sex worker rights movement, and
situating their argument firmly within wider
questions of migration, work, feminism, and
resistance to white supremacy, they make it
clear that anyone committed to working towards
justice and freedom should be in support of the
sex worker rights movement.
An Economist Walks into a Brothel - Allison
Schrager 2019-04-02
A Financial Times Book of the Month pick for
April! Is it worth swimming in shark-infested
waters to surf a 50-foot, career-record wave? Is
it riskier to make an action movie or a horror
movie? Should sex workers forfeit 50 percent of
their income for added security or take a chance
and keep the extra money? Most people wouldn't
expect an economist to have an answer to these
questions--or to other questions of daily life,
such as who to date or how early to leave for the
airport. But those people haven't met Allison
Schrager, an economist and award-winning
journalist who has spent her career examining
how people manage risk in their lives and
careers. Whether we realize it or not, we all take
risks large and small every day. Even the most
cautious among us cannot opt out--the question
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is always which risks to take, not whether to
take them at all. What most of us don't know is
how to measure those risks and maximize the
chances of getting what we want out of life. In
An Economist Walks into a Brothel, Schrager
equips readers with five principles for dealing
with risk, principles used by some of the world's
most interesting risk takers. For instance, she
interviews a professional poker player about
how to stay rational when the stakes are high, a
paparazzo in Manhattan about how to spot
different kinds of risk, horse breeders in
Kentucky about how to diversify risk and
minimize losses, and a war general who led
troops in Iraq about how to prepare for what we
don't see coming. When you start to look at risky
decisions through Schrager's new framework,
you can increase the upside to any situation and
better mitigate the downside.
On the Decriminalization of Sex Work in
China - Jinmei Meng 2013-12-05
This study argues that the decriminalization of
sex work in China can contribute to HIV
prevention and human rights protection. The
argument is supported by six key concepts: the
universality of human rights, rights-based
approaches to HIV, sex work as work, risk
environment for HIV transmission,
decriminalization of sex work as a preferred
model for HIV prevention, and rights-based
responses to HIV and sex work. Three research
methods are used, including research methods
from law, social science, and public health.
Recommendations are provided to reform
Chinese law and HIV policy.
Quitting the Sex Trade - Amber Horning
2021-02-23
This anthology of original research studies
focuses on why and how sex workers and pimps
quit the sex trade. There is an extensive
literature on 'desistance' with different theories
explaining why people quit crime. However, with
a few notable exceptions, researchers to date
have not focused on desistance among pimps
and sex workers. These studies explore a
spectrum of quitting the sex trade from
voluntarily stopping, 'drifting, ' and retiring; to
intervention-based or coerced stopping due to
influences and impositions by programs and/or
by specialized courts. This book provides insight
into the meaning of this work; how people in the
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sex trade view their engagement in licit/illicit
spheres; and it will inform providers who
interface with people from these communities
regarding how to support desistance. Further
this book may help those engaged in emerging
topics related to the sex trade, including: (1)
global trends in sex trade decriminalization
and/or human trafficking criminalization, (2) the
recent emergence of human trafficking
intervention courts in the USA, and (3) the
development (and impact) of new laws, policies,
and intervention programs designed to reduce
human trafficking (globally, regionally, country
level) and/or more localized efforts to support
desistance among participants in the sex trade.
The book will be of interest to academics,
researchers and advanced students of
Criminology, Sociology, Law, Policy, and
Psychology. It was originally published as a
special issue in the journal Victims & Offenders.
Pimp State - Kat Banyard 2017-07-06
Never before have prostitution, strip clubs and
pornography been as profitable, widely used or
embedded in mainstream culture as they are
today. How society should respond to the rise of
the sex trade is shaping up to be one of the
Twenty-First Century's big questions. Should it
be legal to pay for sex? Isn't it a woman's choice
whether she strips for money? Could online porn
warping the attitudes of a generation of boys?
An increasingly popular set of answers maintains
that prostitution is just work, porn is fantasy,
demand is inevitable; so fully legalise the sex
trade and it can be made safe. Kat Banyard
contends that these are profoundly dangerous
myths. Sexual consent is not a commodity,
objectification and abuse are inherent to
prostitution, and the sex trade poses a grave
threat to the struggle for women's equality.
Skilfully weaving together first-hand
investigation, interviews and the latest research,
Pimp State powerfully argues that sex trade
myth-makers will find themselves on the wrong
side of history.
Taking the crime out of sex work - Abel, Gillian
2010-05-19
New Zealand was the first country in the world
to decriminalise all sectors of sex work. This
book provides an in-depth look at New Zealand's
experience of decriminalisation. It provides firsthand views and experiences of this policy from
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the point of view of those involved in the sex
industry, as well as people involved in
developing, implementing, researching and
reviewing the policies. Presenting an example of
radical legal reform in an area of current policy
debate it will be of interest to academics,
researchers and postgraduates as well as policy
makers and activists.
Should prostitution be legalised? The
oppression paradigm versus the
empowerment paradigm - Julius T. Jaesen, II
2018-06-26
Essay from the year 2018 in the subject
Sociology - Gender Studies, grade: 1, , course:
Gender Sexuality, language: English, abstract:
Prostitution is defined as a form of non-marital
sexual activity characterized by financial reward
and absence of long-term fidelity between two
parties. Prostitution has been widely debated,
condemned for its immoral and degrading
nature. On the other hand, there are liberal
feminists who have counter argued saying that
prostitution is very empowering. The
controversy surrounding prostitution has divided
feminists worldwide. Radical feminists are of the
opinion that prostitution is an institution of male
dominance that exploits economically vulnerable
and emotionally damaged women for the sake of
male pleasure. In this regard, prostitutes
become involuntary victims of patriarchy or
conscious participants in the degradation of
women. This therefore has impacts on all women
as a group as prostitution continually affirms
and reinforces patriarchal definitions of women
as having a primary function to serve men
sexually. Conversely, liberal feminists find in
prostitution a practice of women’s resistance to
and sexual liberation from norms and traditional
moral precepts of sexuality that have long
served to control and subordinate women.
Others see prostitution as a means of wrestling
patriarchal control over women’s sexuality that
women should be at liberty to do. Prostitution
therefore raises moral and legal questions. The
legal question is should the practice be
criminalized? In addition, the moral question is,
is it wrong to sell or buy sex? These are
questions I will endeavor to answer which are
informed by the lived realities of women who
make their living through prostitution.
Prostitution or the selling of sex is, as some
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would call it, one of the oldest professions in the
world as it has been there since time
immemorial. Criminalizing prostitution seems to
be a futile exercise as it is failing to achieve the
intended results that of deterring other possible
perpetrators; instead it just frustrates the
women who engage in it as they are essentially
constantly harassed by the police without any
prosecution. Why are there double standards as
regards prostitution; why is it that it is only the
sellers and not the buyers who are penalized?
Criminalization creates a culture permitting
violence against sex workers and sanctions
violence and discrimination against them. Sex
workers are also afraid to report crimes against
them, knowing that police may arrest them or
may not take their claims seriously.
Dangerous Sex, Invisible Labor - Prabha
Kotiswaran 2011-07-05
Popular representations of third-world sex
workers as sex slaves and vectors of HIV have
spawned abolitionist legal reforms that are
harmful and ineffective, and public health
initiatives that provide only marginal protection
of sex workers' rights. In this book, Prabha
Kotiswaran asks how we might understand sex
workers' demands that they be treated as
workers. She contemplates questions of
redistribution through law within the sex
industry by examining the political economies
and legal ethnographies of two archetypical
urban sex markets in India. Kotiswaran
conducted in-depth fieldwork among sex
workers in Sonagachi, Kolkata's largest red-light
area, and Tirupati, a temple town in southern
India. Providing new insights into the lives of
these women--many of whom are demanding the
respect and legal protection that other workers
get--Kotiswaran builds a persuasive theoretical
case for recognizing these women's sexual labor.
Moving beyond standard feminist discourse on
prostitution, she draws on a critical genealogy of
materialist feminism for its sophisticated
vocabulary of female reproductive and sexual
labor, and uses a legal realist approach to show
why criminalization cannot succeed amid the
informal social networks and economic
structures of sex markets. Based on this,
Kotiswaran assesses the law's redistributive
potential by analyzing the possible economic
consequences of partial decriminalization,
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complete decriminalization, and legalization.
She concludes with a theory of sex work from a
postcolonial materialist feminist perspective.
Legalizing Prostitution - Ronald Weitzer 2012
While sex work has long been controversial, it
has become even more contested over the past
decade as laws, policies, and enforcement
practices have become more repressive in many
nations, partly as a result of the ascendancy of
interest groups committed to the total abolition
of the sex industry. At the same time, however,
several other nations have recently
decriminalized prostitution. Legalizing
Prostitution maps out the current terrain. Using
America as a backdrop, Weitzer draws on
extensive field research in the Netherlands,
Belgium, and Germany to illustrate alternatives
to American-style criminalization of sex workers.
These cases are then used to develop a roster of
“best practices” that can serve as a model for
other nations considering legalization.
Legalizing Prostitution provides a theoretically
grounded comparative analysis of political
dynamics, policy outcomes, and red-light
landscapes in nations where prostitution has
been legalized and regulated by the government,
presenting a rich and novel portrait of the
multifaceted world of legal sex for sale.
Debating Sex Work - Jessica Flanigan
2019-10-21
Prostitution is often referred to as "oldest
profession." Critics of this expression redescribe
it as "the oldest oppression." Debates about how
best to understand and regulate prostitution are
bound up with difficult moral, legal, and political
questions. Indeed, it can be approached from
numerous angles--is buying and selling sex
fundamentally wrong? How can it possibly be
regulated? How can sex workers be protected, if
they are allowed to work at all? In this concise,
for-and-against volume, ethicists Lori Watson
and Jessica Flanigan engage with each other on
the nature and consequences of sex work,
revealing new and profound ways in which to
understand it. The volume opens with a joint
introduction, before Lori Watson first argues for
a sex equality approach to prostitution in which
buyers are criminalized and sellers are
decriminalized, also known as the Nordic model.
Watson defends the Nordic Model on the
grounds that prostitution is an exploitative and
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unequal practice that only entrenches existing
patterns of gendered injustice. Full
decriminalization of prostitution only stymies
existing occupational health and safety
standards and securing worker autonomy and
equality. Further, to Watson, drawing a
distinction between sex trafficking and
prostitution is irrelevant for public policy; what
underpins them is demand, which fuels the
inequalities of both. That is what needs to be
addressed. In a rebuttal, Jessica Flanigan
contends that sex work should be fully
decriminalized because restrictions on the sale
and purchase of sex violate the rights of sex
workers and their clients. She argues that
decriminalization is preferable to policies that
could expose sex workers and their clients to
criminal penalties, and leave them at the mercy
of public officials. Putting these two views on sex
work into conversation with one another, and
opening up space for readers to weigh both
approaches, the book provides a thorough,
accessible exploration of the issues surrounding
sex work, written with both sympathy and
philosophical rigor.
Decriminalized Prostitution - Brian Saady
2017-04-11
Prostitution is an issue in which nearly every
person's opinion is set in stone. Decriminalized
Prostitution: The Common Sense Solution defies
the odds, and its readers walk away with an
entirely new perspective. This is a timely release
because sex work is now routinely conflated with
human trafficking. A moral panic with similar
patterns occurred roughly 100 years ago in the
U.S. This book explains that the U.S.
government is making the same mistakes from
that era. Before then, prostitution was tolerated
for most of American history; the details are
fascinating. You'll read about the historical
events and social movements that prompted
changing those laws. This book leaves no doubt
that criminalizing prostitution has been entirely
counterproductive. Several foreign and domestic
policy models are examined, including
prohibition, legalization, the "Swedish model,"
de facto toleration, sanctioned decriminalization,
and more. Decriminalized Prostitution: The
Common Sense Solution provides evidencebased recommendations to improve public
health/safety and protect sex workers from
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exploitation and coercion. Finding dependable
information on this polarizing topic can be a
difficult task, but the exhaustive research,
meticulous documentation, and measured
analysis by this author eliminate the
controversy. In fact, some of the revelations in
this book are absolutely shocking, particularly
those involving human trafficking.
Decriminalized Prostitution: The Common Sense
Solution is the third and final volume of Rackets.
The conclusion of this book perfectly ties all
three books together in a perfect ending for this
incredibly impactful series. These three books
make an unquestionable argument in favor of
decriminalizing drugs, gambling, and
prostitution. More important, this series goes far
beyond these issues and serves as an indictment
of our entire political system.
The Impact of Global Drug Policy on Women
- Julia Buxton 2020-11-19
The ebook edition of this title is Open Access
and freely available to read online. Examining
the impact of drug criminalisation on a
previously overlooked demographic, this book
argues that women are disproportionately
affected by a flawed policy approach.
The Sex Sector - Organisation internationale du
travail 1998
This book includes case studies from Indonesia,
Malaysia, the Philippines, and Thailand, showing
prostitution's well organized and highly
diversified economic bases, and explaining why
it is difficult for policymakers and legislators to
define a clear legal stance on adult prostitution,
or to implement effective social programs.
Sex Workers and Their Clients - Jerald L.
Mosley 2020
This book draws on the voices of sex workers
and their clients to critically assess the
criminalization of prostitution in favour of
decriminalization. It does so by contrasting their
voices with the claims made by prohibitionists:
those advocating the prohibition of prostitution
or, at least, the prohibition of the purchase of
sexual services, and notes scholarly research
that gives context to those accounts and claims.
Each chapter is dedicated to a particular issue
which is given currency in academic and public
debates on sex work. The first part of each
chapter reviews the state of research and
publicly-aired contentions and the second part
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compares sex workers' voices with claims from
prohibitionists. It highlights the gap between
what many sex workers have to say about
themselves and what theorizing prohibitionists
say about all prostitution. It argues that there is
often a striking contrast in attitude, perspective,
interpretation and valuation. This books speaks
primarily to prohibitionist thinking and sex work
stereotyping and, secondarily, to the debate on
decriminalization of sex work.
Paid For: My Journey Through Prostitution Rachel Moran 2015-09-08
An astonishingly brave memoir of prostitution
and its lingering influence on a woman’s psyche
and life. “The best work by anyone on
prostitution ever, Rachel Moran’s Paid For fuses
the memoirist’s lived poignancy with the
philosopher’s conceptual sophistication. The
result is riveting, compelling, incontestable.
Impossible to put down. This book provides all
anyone needs to know about the reality of
prostitution in moving, insightful prose that
engages and disposes of every argument ever
raised in its favor.” —Catharine A. MacKinnon,
law professor, University of Michigan and
Harvard University Born into a troubled family,
Rachel Moran left home at the age of fourteen.
Being homeless, she was driven into prostitution
to survive. With intelligence and empathy, she
describes the exploitation she and others
endured on the streets and in the brothels.
Moran also speaks to the psychological damage
inherent to prostitution and the inevitable
estrangement from one’s body. At twenty-two,
Moran escaped the sex trade. She has since
become a writer and an abolitionist activist.
To Live Freely in This World - Chi Mgbako
2016-01-08
Sex worker activists throughout Africa are
demanding an end to the criminalization of sex
work and the recognition of their human rights
to safe working conditions, health and justice
services, and lives free from violence and
discrimination. To Live Freely in This World is
the first book to tell the story of the brave
activists at the beating heart of the sex workers’
rights movement in Africa—the newest and most
vibrant face of the global sex workers’ rights
struggle. African sex worker activists are
proving that communities facing human rights
abuses are not bereft of agency. They’re
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challenging politicians, religious
fundamentalists, and anti-prostitution advocates;
confronting the multiple stigmas that affect the
diverse members of their communities; engaging
in intersectional movement building with
similarly marginalized groups; and participating
in the larger global sex workers’ rights struggle
in order to determine their social and political
fate. By locating this counter-narrative in Africa,
To Live Freely in This World challenges
disempowering and one-dimensional depictions
of “degraded Third World prostitutes” and helps
fill what has been a gaping hole in feminist
scholarship regarding sex work in the African
context. Based on original fieldwork in seven
African countries, including Botswana, Kenya,
Mauritius, Namibia, Nigeria, South Africa, and
Uganda, Chi Adanna Mgbako draws on extensive
interviews with over 160 African female and
male (cisgender and transgender) sex worker
activists, and weaves their voices and
experiences into a fascinating, richly-detailed,
and powerful examination of the history and
continuing activism of this young movement.
On the Decriminalization of Sex Work in China Jinmei Meng 2013-12-05
This study argues that the decriminalization of
sex work can be a potential national strategy for
China to promote its human rights and contain
the spread of HIV.
Ethical Research with Sex Workers - Susan
Dewey 2013-04-23
This volume is the result of the many years the
authors have spent conducting ethnographic
field research with sex workers, conversing with
other researchers, and, perhaps most
importantly, developing a deep sense of empathy
for the sex worker participants in the research
as well as the colleagues who carry out this work
with the goal of advancing social justice. They
have a combined total of twenty-five years’
experience carrying out research with sex
workers, and this extensive period of time has
given them ample opportunity to reflect upon
the topic of ethics. Sex work, defined as the
exchange of sexual or sexualized intimacy for
money or something of value, encompasses a
wide range of legal and illegal behaviors that
present researchers with key ethical challenges
explored in the volume. These ethical challenges
include: · Research methodology · Distinguishing
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research from activism · Navigating the
politically and ideologically charged
environments in which researchers must remain
constantly attuned to the legal and public policy
implications of their work · Possibilities for
participatory sex work research processes ·
Strategies for incorporating participants in a
variety of collaborative ways Sex work presents
a unique set of challenges that are not always
well understood by those working outside of
anthropology and disciplines closely related to it.
This book serves an important function by
honestly and openly reviewing strategies for
overcoming these ethical challenges with the
end goal of producing path-breaking research
that actively incorporates the perspectives of
research participants on their own terms. Ever
attuned to the reality that research on sex work
remains a deeply political act, Ethical Research
with Sex Workers: Anthropological Approaches
aspires to begin a dialogue about the meanings
and practices ascribed to ethics in a fraught
environment. Drawing upon a review of
published scholarly and activist work on the
subject, as well as on interviews with
researchers, social service providers, and sex
workers themselves, this volume is an
unprecedented contribution to the literature that
will engage researchers across a variety of
disciplines, such as academics and researchers
in anthropology, sociology, criminal justice, and
public health, as well as activists and
policymakers.
The State of Sex - Barbara G. Brents 2009-12-16
The State of Sex is a study of Nevada’s brothels
that situates the nation's only legal brothel
industry in the political economy of
contemporary tourism. Nevada is part of the
"new American heartland," as its pastimes,
people, and politics have become more central to
the nation. The rise of a service and leisure
economy over the past sixty years has propelled
sexuality into the heart of contemporary
markets. Yet, neoliberal laws in the United
States promote business but limit sexual
commerce. How have Nevada's legal brothels
survived, while the rest of the country
criminalizes prostitution? How do brothels
operate? Who works in them? This book brings
social theory on globalizing economies, politics,
leisure consumption, and emotional labor in
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interactive service work together with research
on contemporary prostitution and sexual
commerce. The authors employ an innovative,
multi-method sociological approach, combining
historical analysis of how the brothels came to
be with over a decade's worth of ethnographic
research on the current state of the industry.
Liberalism and Prostitution - Peter de
Marneffe 2012-04-01
Civil libertarians characterize prostitution as a
"victimless crime," and argue that it ought to be
legalized. Feminist critics counter that
prostitution is not victimless, since it harms the
people who do it. Civil libertarians respond that
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most women freely choose to do this work, and
that it is paternalistic for the government to limit
a person's liberty for her own good. In this book
Peter de Marneffe argues that although most
prostitution is voluntary, paternalistic
prostitution laws in some form are nonetheless
morally justifiable. If prostitution is commonly
harmful in the way that feminist critics maintain,
then this argument for prostitution laws is not
objectionably moralistic and some prostitution
laws violate no one's rights. Paternalistic
prostitution laws in some form are therefore
consistent with the fundamental principles of
contemporary liberalism.
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