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Encyclopedia of Medical Anthropology - Carol R. Ember 2003-12-31
Medical practitioners and the ordinary citizen are becoming more aware
that we need to understand cultural variation in medical belief and
practice. The more we know how health and disease are managed in
different cultures, the more we can recognize what is "culture bound" in
our own medical belief and practice. The Encyclopedia of Medical
Anthropology is unique because it is the first reference work to describe
the cultural practices relevant to health in the world's cultures and to
provide an overview of important topics in medical anthropology. No
other single reference work comes close to marching the depth and
breadth of information on the varying cultural background of health and
illness around the world. More than 100 experts - anthropologists and
other social scientists - have contributed their firsthand experience of
medical cultures from around the world.
Developing Destinies - Barbara Rogoff 2011-04-06
Destiny and Development is an engaging narrative of one remarkable
person's life and the life of her community that blends psychology,
anthropology, and history to reveal the integral role that culture plays in
human development.
Cross-Cultural Psychology - Kenneth D. Keith 2011-07-12
This book situates the essential areas of psychology within a cultural
perspective, exploring the relationship of culture to psychological
phenomena, from introduction and research foundations to clinical and
social principles and applications. • Includes contributions from an
experienced, international team of researchers and teachers • Brings
together new perspectives and research findings with established
psychological principles • Organized around key issues of contemporary
cross-cultural psychology, including ethnocentrism, diversity, gender and
sexuality and their role in research methods • Argues for the importance
of culture as an integral component in the teaching of psychology
Acquiring Culture (Psychology Revivals) - Gustav Jahoda 2015-03-27
Until the 70s and 80s anthropologists studying different cultures had
mainly confined themselves to the behaviour and idea systems of adults.
Psychologists, on the other hand, working mainly in Europe and America,
had studied child development in their own settings and simply assumed
the universality of their findings. Thus both disciplines had largely
ignored a crucial problem area: the way in which children from birth
onwards learn to become competent members of their culture. This
process, which has been called ‘the quintessential human adaptation’,
constitutes the theme of this volume, originally published in 1988. It
derives from a workshop held at the London School of Economics which
brought together fieldworkers who in their studies had paid more than
usual attention to children in their cultures. Their experience and foci of
interest were varied but this very diversity serves to illuminate different
facets of the acquisition of culture by children, ranging in age from preverbal infants to adolescents. Evolutionarily primed for culture-learning,
children are responsive to a rich web of influences from subtle and
indirect as in their music and dance to direct teaching in the family
guided by culture-specific ideas about child psychology. Some of the
salient things they learn relate to gender, status and power, critical for
the functioning of all societies. The introductory essay provides the
necessary historical background of the development of child study in
both anthropology and psychology and outlined how future research in
the ethnography of childhood should proceed. The book concludes with
an annotated bibliography providing a guide to the literature from 1970
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onwards.
How People Learn II - National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and
Medicine 2018-09-27
There are many reasons to be curious about the way people learn, and
the past several decades have seen an explosion of research that has
important implications for individual learning, schooling, workforce
training, and policy. In 2000, How People Learn: Brain, Mind,
Experience, and School: Expanded Edition was published and its
influence has been wide and deep. The report summarized insights on
the nature of learning in school-aged children; described principles for
the design of effective learning environments; and provided examples of
how that could be implemented in the classroom. Since then, researchers
have continued to investigate the nature of learning and have generated
new findings related to the neurological processes involved in learning,
individual and cultural variability related to learning, and educational
technologies. In addition to expanding scientific understanding of the
mechanisms of learning and how the brain adapts throughout the
lifespan, there have been important discoveries about influences on
learning, particularly sociocultural factors and the structure of learning
environments. How People Learn II: Learners, Contexts, and Cultures
provides a much-needed update incorporating insights gained from this
research over the past decade. The book expands on the foundation laid
out in the 2000 report and takes an in-depth look at the constellation of
influences that affect individual learning. How People Learn II will
become an indispensable resource to understand learning throughout the
lifespan for educators of students and adults.
Trends in Midwifery Research - Randell E. Balin 2005
Midwifery is used to describe a number of different types of health
practitioners, other than doctors, who provide prenatal care to expecting
mothers, attend the birth of the infant and provide postnatal care to the
mother and infant. Nurse-midwives also provide gynaecological care to
women of all ages. Practitioners of midwifery are known as midwives, a
term used in reference to both women and men (the term means "with
the woman"). Most are independent practitioners who work with
obstetricians when the need arises. They usually deal with normal births
only but are trained to recognise and deal with deviation from the norm.
If something abnormal is discovered during prenatal care, the client is
sent to an obstetrician. Other midwives will deal with abnormal births,
including breech birth. There are two main divisions of modern
midwifery in the United States, nurse-midwives and direct-entry
midwives. In the United Kingdom midwives are practitioners in their own
right, and take responsibility for the antenatal, intrapartum and
immediate postnatal care of women. In many parts of the world,
midwives delivery far more children than doctors. This new book brings
together the latest research on this ever-changing field.
Rethinking Ethnography in Central Europe - Hana Cervinkova
2015-09-09
In eleven ethnographic chapters of Rethinking Ethnography in Central
Europe examines how issues of global economic and cultural
dependencies, mobilities, citizens activism, social movements, and sociopolitical aspects of post-socialist modernities articulate on the level of
everyday discourse and practices.
Childbirth Across Cultures - Helaine Selin 2009-12-01
This book will explore the childbirth process through globally diverse
perspectives in order to offer a broader context with which to think
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about birth. We will address multiple rituals and management models
surrounding the labor and birth process from communities across the
globe. Labor and birth are biocultural events that are managed in
countless ways. We are particularly interested in the notion of power.
Who controls the pregnancy and the birth? Is it the hospital, the doctor,
or the in-laws, and in which cultures does the mother have the control?
These decisions, regarding place of birth, position, who receives the baby
and even how the mother may or may not behave during the actual
delivery, are all part of the different ways that birth is conducted. One
chapter of the book will be devoted to midwives and other birth
attendants. There will also be chapters on the Evolution of Birth, on
Women’s Birth Narratives, and on Child Spacing and Breastfeeding. This
book will bring together global research conducted by professional
anthropologists, midwives and doctors who work closely with the
individuals from the cultures they are writing about, offering a unique
perspective direct from the cultural group.
Socio-Cultural Insights of Childbirth in South Asia - Sabitra Kaphle
2021-07-30
This book analyses the significant socio-cultural factors impacting
childbirth experiences of women living in remote and complex social
settings. This book challenges the notion that childbirth is a universal
biological event which women experience in their reproductive lives and
provides an in-depth social perspective of understanding childbirth.
Drawing on evocative stories of women living in the Himalayas, the
author discusses how childbirth should be supported to enable women to
take control and ownership of their experiences. Based on extensive
research undertaken in remote mountain regions of Nepal, the book
provides evidence for and discussion of childbirth in the context of other
countries, cultures and communities. Utilising a feminist perspective,
this book critiques medical control of childbirth and argues in favour of
giving power to women so that they can make decisions which are right
for them. In doing so, the author unpacks complexities associated with
women’s lives in remote communities and highlights the significance of
addressing broader determinants impacting birth outcomes and valuing
childbirth traditions to ensure cultural safety for women, families and
societies. Through exploring the wide range of factors influencing
women and their childbirth experiences, this book offers a new model for
childbirth that policy makers, practitioners, communities, educators,
researchers and other professionals can use to make childbirth an
empowering experience for women. It will be of interest to academics
and professionals in the fields of public health, midwifery, health
promotion, sociology and South Asian Studies.
Childbirth and Authoritative Knowledge - Robbie E. Davis-Floyd
1997-08-27
This benchmark collection of cross-cultural essays on reproduction and
childbirth extends and enriches the work of Brigitte Jordan, who helped
generate and define the field of the anthropology of birth. The authors'
focus on authoritative knowledge—the knowledge that counts, on the
basis of which decisions are made and actions taken—highlights the vast
differences between birthing systems that give authority of knowing to
women and their communities and those that invest it in experts and
machines. Childbirth and Authoritative Knowledge offers first-hand
ethnographic research conducted by anthropologists in sixteen different
societies and cultures and includes the interdisciplinary perspectives of a
social psychologist, a sociologist, an epidemiologist, a staff member of
the World Health Organization, and a community midwife. Exciting
directions for further research as well as pressing needs for policy
guidance emerge from these illuminating explorations of authoritative
knowledge about birth. This book is certain to follow Jordan's Birth in
Four Cultures as the definitive volume in a rapidly expanding field.
Reproductive Disruptions - Marcia C. Inhorn 2007
Based on research by leading medical anthropologists from around the
world, this book examines such issues as local practices detrimental to
safe pregnancy and birth; conflicting reproductive goals between women
and men; and miscommunications between pregnant women and their
genetic counselors.
Birth in Four Cultures - Brigitte Jordan 1992-11-18
While the process of childbirth is, in some sense, everywhere the same, it
is also everywhere different in that each culture has produced a birthing
system that is strikingly dissimilar from the others. Based on her
fieldwork in the United States, Sweden, Holland, and Yucatan, Jordan
develops a framework for the discussion and investigation of different
birthing systems. Illustrated with useful examples and lively anecdotes
from Jordan’s own fieldwork, the Fourth Edition of this innovative
comparative ethnography brings the reader to a deeper understanding of
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childbirth as a culturally grounded, biosocially mediated, and
interactionally achieved event.
Applied Cross-Cultural Data Analysis for Social Work - Thanh V. Tran
2021
"This chapter is an introduction to applied cross-cultural data analysis,
and addressed the concepts of culture and how culture can be integrated
into social work research. We review the definition of culture and how it
has been understood and examined in research across different
disciplines. We present an overview of the theories and frameworks of
cross-cultural analysis, and provide the lens through which culture is
examined through the techniques and approaches that are used in this
book"-Birth as an American Rite of Passage - Robbie E. Davis-Floyd
2004-03-15
Why do so many American women allow themselves to become enmeshed
in the standardized routines of technocratic childbirth--routines that can
be insensitive, unnecessary, and even unhealthy? Anthropologist Robbie
Davis-Floyd first addressed these questions in the 1992 edition. Her new
preface to this 2003 edition of a book that has been read, applauded, and
loved by women all over the world, makes it clear that the issues
surrounding childbirth remain as controversial as ever.
Birth in Four Cultures - Brigitte Jordan 1993
While the process of childbirth is, in some sense, everywhere the same, it
is also everywhere different in that each culture has produced a birthing
system that is strikingly dissimilar from the others. Based on her
fieldwork in the United States, Sweden, Holland, and Yucatan, Jordan
develops a framework for the discussion and investigation of different
birthing systems. Illustrated with useful examples and lively anecdotes
from Jordan¿s own fieldwork, the Fourth Edition of this innovative
comparative ethnography brings the reader to a deeper understanding of
childbirth as a culturally grounded, biosocially mediated, and
interactionally achieved event.
Women and Alcohol in a Highland Maya Town - Christine Eber
2010-06-28
This pioneering ethnography looks at women and drinking in the
Highland Chiapas, Mexico, community of San Pedro Chenalhó to address
the issues of women's identities, roles, relationships, and sources of
power. In a new epilogue, Christine Eber describes how events of the last
decade, including the Zapatista uprising, have strengthened women's
resolve to gain greater control over their lives by controlling the effects
of alcohol in the community.
Cross-cultural Nursing - Janice M. Morse 1989
Eight papers demonstrate the types of studies that may be conducted by
nurse-anthropologists and indicate how anthropologists with a
background in nursing may make unique contributions to medical
anthropology. The papers examine health issues of the Cree and Ojibway
Indians, and Haitian and Cuban immigrants to North America, among
other subjects. Acidic paper. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc.,
Portland, OR
Cross-Cultural Psychology - Eric B. Shiraev 2016-08-12
Written in a conversational style that transforms complex ideas into
accessible ones, this international best-seller provides an
interdisciplinary review of the theories and research in cross‐cultural
psychology. The book’s unique critical thinking framework, including
Critical Thinking boxes, helps to develop analytical skills. Exercises
interspersed throughout promote active learning and encourage class
discussion. Case in Point sections review controversial issues and
opinions about behavior in different cultural contexts. Cross‐Cultural
Sensitivity boxes underscore the importance of empathy in
communication. Numerous applications better prepare students for
working in various multicultural contexts such as teaching, counseling,
health care, and social work. The dynamic author team brings a diverse
set of experiences in writing this book. Eric Shiraev was raised in the
former Soviet Union and David Levy is from Southern California.
Sensation, perception, consciousness, intelligence, human development,
emotion, motivation, social perception, interaction, psychological
disorders, and applied topics are explored from cross‐cultural
perspectives. New to the 6th Edition: Over 200 recent references,
particularly on studies of non-western regions such as the Middle East,
Africa, Asia, & Latin America as well as the US and Europe. New chapter
on personality and the self with an emphasis on gender identity. New or
revised chapter opening vignettes that draw upon current events. More
examples related to the experiences of international students in the US
and indigenous people. Many more figures and tables that appeal to
visual learners. New research on gender, race, religious beliefs,
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parenting styles, sexual orientation, ethnic identity and stereotypes,
conflict resolution, immigration, intelligence, physical abuse, states of
consciousness, DSM-5, cultural customs, evolutionary psychology,
treatment of psychological disorders, and acculturation. Revised
methodology chapter with more attention to issues related specifically to
cross-cultural research and more on qualitative and mixed methods. A
companion website at www.routledge.com/9781138668386 where
instructors will find a test bank containing multiple choice, true and
false, short answer, and essay questions and answers for each chapter,
and a complete set of tables and figures from the text; and students will
find chapter outlines, flashcards of key terms, and links to further
resources and the authors' Facebook page. Intended as a text for courses
on cross-cultural psychology, multicultural psychology, cultural
psychology, cultural diversity, and the psychology of ethnic groups and a
resource for practitioners, researchers, and educators who work in
multicultural environments.
Contemporary Socio-Cultural and Political Perspectives in
Thailand - Pranee Liamputtong 2014-01-13
This volume examines contemporary Thailand. It captures aspects of
Thai society that have changed dramatically over the past years and that
have turned Thailand into a society that is different from what most
people outside the country know and expect. The social transition of
Thailand has been marked by economic growth, population
restructuring, social and cultural development, political movements, and
many reforms including the national health care system. The book covers
the social, cultural, and economic changes as well as political situations.
It discusses both historical contexts and emerging issues. It includes
chapters on social and public health concerns, and on ethnicity, gender,
sexuality and social class. Most chapters use information from empiricalbased and historical research. They describe real life experiences of the
contributors and Thai people who participated in the research.
Cross-Cultural Analysis - Michael Minkov 2013
The first comprehensive and statistically significant analysis of the
predictive powers of each cross-cultural model, based on nation-level
variables from a range of large-scale database sources such as the World
Values Survey, the Pew Research Center, the World Bank, the World
Health Organization, the UN Statistics Division, UNDP, the UN Office on
Drugs and Crime, TIMSS, OECD PISA. Tables with scores for all culturelevel dimensions in all major cross-cultural analyses (involving 20
countries or more) that have been published so far in academic journals
or books. The book will be an invaluable resource to masters and PhD
students taking advanced courses in cross-cultural research and analysis
in Management, Psychology, Sociology, Anthropology, and related
programs. It will also be a must-have reference for academics studying
cross-cultural dimensions and differences across the social and
behavioral sciences.
Childbirth Education - Francine H. Nichols 2000
The childbirth Educator; Expectant Parents; Supportive Strategies for
Childbirth; Promoting Wellness; The Classroom Experience; Professional
Practice
The Manner Born - Lauren Dundes 2004-09-01
This essential collection on maternal and child health focuses on the rites
of giving birth from a cross-cultural perspective. The distinguished list of
contributors describe the many customs surrounding birth through
infancy, such as attitudes and techniques in childbirth, the influence of
societal factors that differentiate Western from non-Western maternal
birthing positions, the art of midwifery, customs and beliefs regarding
breastfeeding, weaning, swaddling. This book will be valuable for
courses in medical sociology and anthropology, public health or
behavioral sciences, psychology and psychiatry, and for pre-med
students.
Juan the Chamula - Ricardo Pozas 1962
Birth in Eight Cultures - ROBBIE. DAVIS-FLOYD 2019-01-25
"Birth in Four Cultures had a long, honorable, and influential life, but it's
time for a new look at the world of birthing." - Brigitte Jordan
(1937-2016)This stunning sequel to Brigitte Jordan's landmark Birth in
Four Cultures brings together the work of fifteen reproductive
anthropologists to address core cultural values and knowledge systems
as revealed in contemporary birth practices in Brazil, Greece, Japan,
Mexico, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Tanzania, and the United States.
Six ethnographic chapters form the heart of the book, three of which are
set up as dyads that compare two countries; each demonstrates the
power of anthropology's cross-cultural comparative method. An
additional chapter with ethnographic vignettes gives readers a feel for
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what fieldwork is really like on the ground.The eminently readable,
theoretically rich chapters are enhanced by absorbing stories, photos,
quotes, thought questions, and film suggestions that nudge the reader
toward eureka flashes of understanding and render the book suitable for
undergraduate and graduate audiences alike.
Mrs Stone & Dr Smellie - Robert Woods 2014
A remarkable history of midwifery in the eighteenth century.
Cross-Cultural Perspectives on Personhood and the Life Course Cathrine Degnen 2018-04-24
Exploring notions of the person through a wide range of anthropological
literature, Cathrine Degnen analyses how personhood is built, affirmed,
and maintained during various life stages and via multiple cultural forms
and practices. In discussing the life course, she investigates personhood
as a concept at the beginning of life, throughout life as lived, at the
edges of being, and ultimately at life’s end. Cross-Cultural Perspectives
on Personhood and the Life Course moves beyond the human person in
isolation to consider how personhood is fashioned with regard to place
and how non-humans can also be recognised as persons. Through
multiple ethnographic accounts, Degnen shows that personhood emerges
as a relational and processual entity, brought into being via reciprocal
fields of social relations.
Reproduction, Childbearing and Motherhood - Pranee Liamputtong
2007
Although reproduction including infertility, abortion, childbearing and
motherhood is a significant human experience, its social meaning is
shaped by the culture in which birthing women live. Reproduction and its
management, therefore, occur within the social and cultural context of
the event. As such, reproductive beliefs and practices differ across social
and cultural settings. This book focuses on reproduction, childbearing
and motherhood. In this volume, the authors show that despite the
modernisation of the society and advanced medical technology and
knowledge in reproduction, traditions continue to exert influence on how
the women and their families manage their reproduction, childbearing
and motherhood in their societies.
An Update on Research Issues in the Assessment of Birth Settings
- Board on Children, Youth, and Families 2013-10-07
More than 30 years ago, the Institute of Medicine (IOM) and the National
Research Council (NRC) convened a committee to determine
methodologies and research needed to evaluate childbirth settings in the
United States. The committee members reported their findings and
recommendations in a consensus report, Research Issues in the
Assessment of Birth Settings (IOM and NRC, 1982). An Update on
Research Issues in the Assessment of Birth Settings is the summary of a
workshop convened in March, 2013, to review updates to the 1982
report. Health care providers, researchers, government officials, and
other experts from midwifery, nursing, obstetric medicine, neonatal
medicine, public health, social science, and related fields presented and
discussed research findings that advance our understanding of the
effects of maternal care services in different birth settings on labor,
clinical and other birth procedures, and birth outcomes. These settings
include conventional hospital labor and delivery wards, birth centers,
and home births. This report identifies datasets and relevant research
literature that may inform a future ad hoc consensus study to address
these concerns.
Birth in Eight Cultures - Robbie Davis-Floyd 2019-01-10
This stunning sequel to Brigitte Jordan’s landmark Birth in Four Cultures
brings together the work of fifteen reproductive anthropologists to
address core cultural values and knowledge systems as revealed in
contemporary birth practices in Brazil, Greece, Japan, Mexico, the
Netherlands, New Zealand, Tanzania, and the United States. Six
ethnographic chapters form the heart of the book, three of which are set
up as dyads that compare two countries; each demonstrates the power of
anthropology’s cross-cultural comparative method. An additional chapter
with ethnographic vignettes gives readers a feel for what fieldwork is
really like on the ground. The eminently readable, theoretically rich
chapters are enhanced by absorbing stories, photos, quotes, thought
questions, and film suggestions that nudge the reader toward eureka
flashes of understanding and render the book suitable for undergraduate
and graduate audiences alike.
Midwifery and the Medicalization of Childbirth - Edwin R. Van Teijlingen
2004
This book provides an introduction to the sociological study of midwifery.
The readings have been selected to highlight the interplay between
midwifery and medicine, reflecting the medicalization of childbirth. It
highlights the major themes in both a historical and a current context, as
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well as western and non-western societies. Two major themes underlie
the organization of this book: that the conception of midwifery must be
broadened to encompass a sociological perspective; and that the ongoing
trend toward the medicalization of midwifery is crucial to an
understanding of the historical, current, and future status of midwifery.
By medicalization of childbirth and midwifery the author mean the
increasing tendency for women to prefer a hospital delivery to a home
delivery, the increasing trend toward the use of technology and clinical
intervention in childbirth, and the determination of medical practitioners
to confine the role played by midwives in pregnancy and childbirth, if
any, to a purely subordinate one.
Fat in Four Cultures - Cindi SturtzSreetharan 2021-06-01
Traits that signal belonging dictate our daily routines, including how we
eat, move, and connect to others. In recent years, "fat" has emerged as a
shared anchor in defining who belongs and is valued versus who does not
and is not. The stigma surrounding weight transcends many social,
cultural, political, and economic divides. The concern over body image
shapes not only how we see ourselves, but also how we talk, interact, and
fit into our social networks, communities, and broader society. Fat in
Four Cultures is a co-authored comparative ethnography that reveals the
shared struggles and local distinctions of how people across the globe
are coping with a bombardment of anti-fat messages. Highlighting
important differences in how people experience "being fat," the cases in
this book are based on fieldwork by five anthropologists working
together simultaneously in four different sites across the globe: Japan,
the United States, Paraguay, and Samoa. Through these cases, Fat in
Four Cultures considers what insights can be gained through systematic,
cross-cultural comparison. Written in an eye-opening and narrativedriven style, with clearly defined and consistently used key terms, this
book effectively explores a series of fundamental questions about the
present and future of fat and obesity.
Touching Bellies, Touching Lives - Judy Gabriel 2015-05-18
When I got there, I found the girl lying on the floor, naked and
screaming, with the baby’s foot sticking out. Judy Gabriel gives humble,
authentic voice to the personal experiences and practices of scores of
traditional midwives in rural Mexico. The midwives talk about their
childhoods, marriages, losses, rituals, and techniques. The rich
narratives describe childbirth before modern medicine redefined it.
Intended to engage, enrich, and inspire, Gabriel’s work tells of the
women who received generations of babies into their hands when
knowledge about childbirth came from women’s bodies, from instinct,
from dreams, and from other women. The stories unfold in the context of
high-intervention obstetrics and soaring Cesarean rates, a world that
often degrades women and violates the sanctity of birth. An ideal
supplemental text for courses in cultures of Mesoamerica; the
anthropology of reproduction, midwifery, and birth; medical or biological
anthropology; and midwifery practice in historical and cross-cultural
context. Additions
Towards the Humanisation of Birth - Elizabeth Newnham 2018-02-13
This book examines the future of birthing practices, particularly by
focusing on epidural analgesia in childbirth. It describes historical and
cultural trajectories that have shaped the way in which birth is
understood in Western, developed nations. In setting out the nature of
epidural history, knowledge and practice, the book delves into related
birth practices within the hospital setting. By critically examining these
practices, which are embedded in a scientific discourse that rationalises
and relies upon technology use, the authors argue that epidural
analgesia has been positioned as a safe technology in contemporary
maternity culture, despite it carrying particular risks. In examining
alternative research the book proposes that increasing epidural rates are
not only due to greater pain relief requirements or access but are
influenced by technocratic values and a fragmented maternity system.
The authors outline the way in which this epidural discourse influences
how information is presented to women and how this affects their
choices around the use of pain relief in labour.
Childbirth and Authoritative Knowledge - Robbie E. Davis-Floyd
1997-08-27
This benchmark collection of cross-cultural essays on reproduction and
childbirth extends and enriches the work of Brigitte Jordan, who helped
generate and define the field of the anthropology of birth. The authors'
focus on authoritative knowledge—the knowledge that counts, on the
basis of which decisions are made and actions taken—highlights the vast
differences between birthing systems that give authority of knowing to
women and their communities and those that invest it in experts and
machines. Childbirth and Authoritative Knowledge offers first-hand
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ethnographic research conducted by anthropologists in sixteen different
societies and cultures and includes the interdisciplinary perspectives of a
social psychologist, a sociologist, an epidemiologist, a staff member of
the World Health Organization, and a community midwife. Exciting
directions for further research as well as pressing needs for policy
guidance emerge from these illuminating explorations of authoritative
knowledge about birth. This book is certain to follow Jordan's Birth in
Four Cultures as the definitive volume in a rapidly expanding field.
Anthropology of Pregnancy Loss - Rosanne Cecil 2020-08-26
How much influence does culture have on a mother's reactions to
pregnancy loss? At what stage is a fetus attributed with human status?
How does this affect the mother's reactions to the loss of a
baby?Contemporary, historical and oral-history accounts from regions as
diverse as rural North India, urban America, South Africa and Northern
Ireland, provide a fascinating insight into the experience and
management of miscarriage across a number of different cultures. The
authors explore how the social, technological and medical context in
which miscarriages occur can affect the ways in which women
experience such an event. In the West, advances in medical technology, a
low infant-mortality rate and a low birth rate have raised expectations as
to the successful outcome of each pregnancy. In addition, the early
confirmation of pregnancy makes consequent pregnancy loss -- which
might have gone unnoticed or unconfirmed in the past -- all the more
difficult for mothers in the West. Yet, mourning rituals and behaviour at
a pregnancy loss, which may be elaborate in some societies, are
generally considered to be inappropriate in many Western societies.
Differing social beliefs regarding the causes of miscarriage, preventative
measures and curative treatments are also examined. Medical
anthropologists, sociologists and health professionals will all find this
book fascinating reading.
Birth on the Threshold - Cecilia Van Hollen 2003-10-16
Even childbirth is affected by globalization—and in India, as elsewhere,
the trend is away from home births, assisted by midwives, toward
hospital births with increasing reliance on new technologies. And yet, as
this work of critical feminist ethnography clearly demonstrates, the
global spread of biomedical models of childbirth has not brought forth
one monolithic form of "modern birth." Focusing on the birth experiences
of lower-class women in the South Indian state of Tamil Nadu, Birth on
the Threshold reveals the complex and unique ways in which modernity
emerges in local contexts. Through vivid description and animated
dialogue, this book conveys the birth stories of the women of Tamil Nadu
in their own voices, emphasizing their critiques of and aspirations for
modern births today. In light of these stories, author Cecilia Van Hollen
explores larger questions about how the structures of colonialism and
postcolonial international and national development have helped to
shape the form and meaning of birth for Indian women today. Ultimately,
her book poses the question: How is gender—especially
maternity—reconfigured as birth is transformed?
Pregnancy and Birth: A Reference Handbook - Keisha L. Goode
2021-06-30
Pregnancy and Birth: A Reference Handbook provides students with
information too often ignored in sex education—on what pregnancy and
birth are, have been, and can be as transformative personal and social
events. Pregnancy and Birth: A Reference Handbook is a womancentered reference book on pregnancy and childbirth in the United
States. The medicalization of pregnancy and childbirth is a theme;
however, primary emphasis is on the historical and contemporary
significance of alternatives to medicalization provided by the Midwifery
Model of Care and how that can improve outcomes for all, but especially
underserved women. The volume opens with a background and history of
the topic, followed by a chapter on related problems, controversies, and
solutions. A Perspectives chapter contains essays from a variety of
individuals who are invested in the topic of pregnancy and birth. The
remaining chapters provide students with additional information, such as
profiles, data and documents, resources, a chronology, and a glossary.
This book is accessible to high school and college-level researchers, as
well as general-interest readers curious about the topic. Introduces
readers to a perspective on U.S. pregnancy and childbirth that is womancentered Centers the historical and contemporary significance of
midwives and the Midwives Model of Care Illuminates the strength of
U.S obstetric dominance by reporting legislative and policy barriers
limiting women's access to midwifery care Highlights both the racialethnic disparities across the birth provider workforce and racial-ethnic
disparities in U.S. birth outcomes Highlights regional disparities, with
specific attention to rural communities, in U.S. birth outcomes
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Ways of Knowing about Birth - Robbie Davis-Floyd 2017-10-11
There is no other living scholar with Davis-Floyd’s solid roots, activism,
and scholarly achievements on the combined subjects of childbirth,
midwifery, obstetrics, and medicine. Ways of Knowing about Birth brings
together an astounding array of her most popular and essential works, all
updated for this volume, spanning over three decades of research and
writing from the perspectives of cultural, medical, and symbolic
anthropology. The 16 essays capture Robbie Davis-Floyd’s unique voice,
which brims with wisdom, compassion, and deep understanding.
Intentionally cast as stand-alone pieces, the chapters offer the ultimate in
classroom flexibility and include discussion questions and recommended
films.
Childbirth in Republican China - Tina Phillips Johnson 2011-09-16
"Childbirth is a window into the shifting cultural and political landscape
of a particular place and time. Much can be learned about a culture by
examining its treatment of women and children. More importantly,
reproduction encompasses both a moral and asocial imperative; the

birth-in-four-cultures-a-crosscultural-investigation-of-childbirth-in-yucatan-holland-sweden-and-the-united-states

continuation of a society rests on childbirth. In imperial China, securing
the continuation of the family line was the utmost filial act, with the
family as the basic organizing unit of society and the state. Yi-li Wu noted
that "childbirth was the warp on which the fabric of society was woven"
in imperial China. I argue that childbirth remains so, and alterations in
how childbirth is viewed and conducted merely point to larger
ideological visions of social and political structures. Li Xiaojiang asserted
in the preface to her anthropological study of modernization and
traditional childbirth customs in rural China in the 1990s that "because
of its close relationship with levels of health and disease, birth is one of
the keys to understanding and constructing women's lives, but our field
of vision has been blind to it." Opening one's eyes to the rich material
surrounding childbirth, the researcher is made aware that legislation
regarding reproduction and birth, maternal and child health, and the
general treatment of women and children illuminate the relative value or
disregard a people carry for those women and children."--Publisher's
description.
Birth in Four Cultures - Brigitte Jordan 1980
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