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Philosophy, Rights and Natural Law - Ian Hunter 2019-01-22
Over his long and illustrious career, Knud Haakonssen has explored the role of natural law in formulating
doctrines of obligation and rights in accordance with the interests of early modern polities and churches.
The essays collected in this volume range across this exciting and contested field. These 13 new essays
acknowledge Haakonssen's immense academic achievement and give us new insights into the cultural and
political role of law and rights in a variety of historical contexts and circumstances.
An International Bill of the Rights of Man - Hersch Lauterpacht 2013-08-08
First published in 1945, this is one of the seminal works on international human rights law, written by a
legendary scholar in the field. This republication, featuring a new introduction by Professor Philippe Sands,
QC, once again makes this book available to scholars and students.
Thomas Hobbes and the Natural Law - Kody W. Cooper 2018-03-30
Has Hobbesian moral and political theory been fundamentally misinterpreted by most of his readers? Since
the criticism of John Bramhall, Hobbes has generally been regarded as advancing a moral and political
theory that is antithetical to classical natural law theory. Kody Cooper challenges this traditional
interpretation of Hobbes in Thomas Hobbes and the Natural Law. Hobbes affirms two essential theses of
classical natural law theory: the capacity of practical reason to grasp intelligible goods or reasons for action
and the legally binding character of the practical requirements essential to the pursuit of human
flourishing. Hobbes’s novel contribution lies principally in his formulation of a thin theory of the good. This
book seeks to prove that Hobbes has more in common with the Aristotelian-Thomistic tradition of natural
law philosophy than has been recognized. According to Cooper, Hobbes affirms a realistic philosophy as
well as biblical revelation as the ground of his philosophical-theological anthropology and his moral and
civil science. In addition, Cooper contends that Hobbes's thought, although transformative in important
ways, also has important structural continuities with the Aristotelian-Thomistic tradition of practical
reason, theology, social ontology, and law. What emerges from this study is a nuanced assessment of
Hobbes’s place in the natural law tradition as a formulator of natural law liberalism. This book will appeal
to political theorists and philosophers and be of particular interest to Hobbes scholars and natural law
theorists.
The Rights of Man and Natural Law - Jacques Maritain 1943
Donated by Sydney Harris.
Political Theory and the Rights of Man - David Daiches Raphael 1967
The Limits of Ethics in International Relations - David Boucher 2011-05-05
Ethical constraints on relations among individuals within and between societies have always reflected or
invoked a higher authority than the caprices of human will. For over two thousand years Natural Law and
Natural Rights were the constellations of ideas and presuppositions that fulfilled this role in the west, and
exhibited far greater similarities than most commentators want to admit. Such ideas were the lens through
which Europeans evaluated the rest of the world. In his major new book David Boucher rejects the view
that Natural Rights constituted a secularisation of Natural Law ideas by showing that most of the
significant thinkers in the field, in their various ways, believed that reason leads you to the discovery of
your obligations, while God provides the ground for discharging them. Furthermore, the book maintains
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that Natural Rights and Human Rights are far less closely related than is often asserted because Natural
Rights never cast adrift the religious foundationalism, whereas Human Rights, for the most part, have
jettisoned the Christian metaphysics upon which both Natural Law and Natural Rights depended. Human
Rights theories, on the whole, present us with foundationless universal constraints on the actions of
individuals, both domestically and internationally. Finally, one of the principal contentions of the book is
that these purportedly universal rights and duties almost invariably turn out to be conditional, and upon
close scrutiny end up being 'special' rights and privileges as the examples of multicultural encounters,
slavery and racism, and women's rights demonstrate.
Aquinas's Theory of Natural Law - Anthony J. Lisska 1996
This new critique of Aquinas's theory of natural law discusses the background of the theory in Aristotle and
advances new interpretations of contemporary legal issues which hark back to Aquinas.
St. Thomas Aquinas and the Natural Law Tradition - John Goyette 2004-09
To explore and evaluate the current revival, this volume brings together many of the foremost scholars on
natural law. They examine the relation between Thomistic natural law and the larger philosophical and
theological tradition. Furthermore, they assess the contemporary relevance of St. Thomas's natural law
doctrine to current legal and political philosophy.
The Declaration of the Rights of Man and of Citizens - Georg Jellinek 2019-12-04
"The Declaration of the Rights of Man and of Citizens" by Georg Jellinek (translated by Max Farrand).
Published by Good Press. Good Press publishes a wide range of titles that encompasses every genre. From
well-known classics & literary fiction and non-fiction to forgotten−or yet undiscovered gems−of world
literature, we issue the books that need to be read. Each Good Press edition has been meticulously edited
and formatted to boost readability for all e-readers and devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks that are
user-friendly and accessible to everyone in a high-quality digital format.
The Rights of Man - Thomas Paine 2021-04-26T22:00:31Z
Thomas Paine wrote the first part of The Rights of Man in 1791 as a response to the furious attack on the
French Revolution by the British parliamentarian Edmund Burke in his pamphlet Reflections on the
Revolution in France, published the previous year. Paine carefully dissects and counters Burke’s arguments
and provides a more accurate description of the events surrounding the revolution of 1789. He then
reproduces and comments on the “Declaration of the Rights of Man and of Citizens” promulgated by the
National Assembly of France. The manuscript of The Rights of Man was placed with the publisher Joseph
Johnson, but that publisher was threatened with legal action by the British Government. Paine then gave
the work to another publisher, J. S. Jordan, and on the advice of William Blake, Paine went to France to be
out of the way of possible arrest in Britain. The Rights of Man was published in March 1791, and was an
immediate success with the British public, selling nearly a million copies. A second part of the book,
subtitled “Combining Principle and Practice,” was published in February 1792. It puts forward practical
proposals for the establishment of republican government in countries like Britain. The Rights of Man had a
major impact, leading to the establishment of a number of reform societies. After the publication of the
second part of the book, Paine and his publisher were charged with seditious libel, and Paine was
eventually forced to leave Britain and flee to France. Today The Rights of Man is considered a classic of
political writing and philosophy. This book is part of the Standard Ebooks project, which produces free
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public domain ebooks.
Essays on Bentham - Herbert Lionel Adolphus Hart 1982
In his introduction Professor Hart offers both an exposition and a critical assesment of some central issues
in jurisprudence and political theory. Essay themes include Bentham's identification of the forms of
mistification protecting the law from criticism, his relation to Beccaria and his conversion to democratic
radicalism.
John Locke and America - Barbara Arneil 1996
This treatise offers an original interpretation of Locke's doctrine of property, a full account of his writings
and activities in relation to the Earl of Shaftesbury, and a new interpretation of Locke's lasting influence on
American political thought.
Edmund Burke and the Natural Law - Peter Stanlis 2017-09-29
Today the idea of natural law as the basic ingredient in moral, legal, and political thought presents a
challenge not faced for almost two hundred years. On the surface, there would appear to be little room in
the contemporary world for a widespread belief in natural law. The basic philosophies of the opposition--the
rationalism of the philosophes, the utilitarianism of Bentham, the materialism of Marx--appear to have
made prior philosophies irrelevant. Yet these newer philosophies themselves have been overtaken by
disillusionment born of conflicts between "might" and "right." Many thoughtful people who were loyal to
secular belief have become dissatisfied with the lack of normative principles and have turned once more to
natural law. This first book-length study of Edmund Burke and his philosophy, originally published in 1958,
explores this intellectual giant's relationship to, and belief in, the natural law. It has long been thought that
Edmund Burke was an enemy of the natural law, and was a proponent of conservative utilitarianism. Peter
J. Stanlis shows that, on the contrary, Burke was one of the most eloquent and profound defenders of
natural law morality and politics in Western civilization. A philosopher in the classical tradition of Aristotle
and Cicero, and in the Scholastic tradition of Aquinas, Burke appealed to natural law in the political
problems he encountered in American, Irish, Indian, and British affairs, and in reaction to the French
Revolution. This book is as relevant today as it was when it was first published, and will be mandatory
reading for students of philosophy, political science, law, and history.
Natural Law - Jacques Maritain 2001
Written during a period when cultural diversity and pluralism were beginning to have an impact on ethics
and politics, these essays provide a defense of natural law and natural right that continues to be timely."-BOOK JACKET.
The Foundations of Natural Morality - S. Adam Seagrave 2014-05-05
Recent years have seen a renaissance of interest in the relationship between natural law and natural rights.
During this time, the concept of natural rights has served as a conceptual lightning rod, either
strengthening or severing the bond between traditional natural law and contemporary human rights. Does
the concept of natural rights have the natural law as its foundation or are the two ideas, as Leo Strauss
argued, profoundly incompatible? With The Foundations of Natural Morality, S. Adam Seagrave addresses
this controversy, offering an entirely new account of natural morality that compellingly unites the concepts
of natural law and natural rights. Seagrave agrees with Strauss that the idea of natural rights is distinctly
modern and does not derive from traditional natural law. Despite their historical distinctness, however, he
argues that the two ideas are profoundly compatible and that the thought of John Locke and Thomas
Aquinas provides the key to reconciling the two sides of this long-standing debate. In doing so, he lays out a
coherent concept of natural morality that brings together thinkers from Plato and Aristotle to Hobbes and
Locke, revealing the insights contained within these disparate accounts as well as their incompleteness
when considered in isolation. Finally, he turns to an examination of contemporary issues, including health
care, same-sex marriage, and the death penalty, showing how this new account of morality can open up a
more fruitful debate.
Christianity and Democracy - Jacques Maritain 2012-01-01
Few political philosophers have laid such stress upon the organic and dynamic characters of human rights,
rooted as they are in natural law, as did the great 20th century philosopher, Jacques Maritain. Few
Christian scholars have placed such emphasis upon the influence of evangelical inspiration, or of the Gospel
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message, upon the temporal order as has Maritain.As this important work reveals, the philosophy of
Jacques Maritain on natural law and human rights is complemented by and can only be properly understood
in the light of his teaching on Christianity and democracy and their relationship. Maritain takes pains to
point out that Christianity cannot be made subservient to any political form or regime, that democracy is
linked to Christianity and not the other way around, and that every just regime, such as the classic forms of
monarchy, aristocracy and republic, is compatible with Christianity and in it a person is able to achieve
some measure of fulfillment even in the temporal order.At the same time he argues his distinctive thesis
that personalist or organic democracy provides a fuller measure of freedom and fulfillment and that it
emerges or begins to take shape under the inspiration of the Gospel. Even the modern democracies we do
in fact have, with all their weaknesses, represent an historic gain for the person and they spring, he urges,
from the very Gospel they so wantonly repudiate!
The Better Angels of Our Nature - Steven Pinker 2012-09-25
Presents a controversial history of violence which argues that today's world is the most peaceful time in
human existence, drawing on psychological insights into intrinsic values that are causing people to
condemn violence as an acceptable measure.
The Terror of Natural Right - Dan Edelstein 2009-10-15
Natural right—the idea that there is a collection of laws and rights based not on custom or belief but that
are “natural” in origin—is typically associated with liberal politics and freedom. In The Terror of Natural
Right, Dan Edelstein argues that the revolutionaries used the natural right concept of the “enemy of the
human race”—an individual who has transgressed the laws of nature and must be executed without judicial
formalities—to authorize three-quarters of the deaths during the Terror. Edelstein further contends that the
Jacobins shared a political philosophy that he calls “natural republicanism,” which assumed that the natural
state of society was a republic and that natural right provided its only acceptable laws. Ultimately, he
proves that what we call the Terror was in fact only one facet of the republican theory that prevailed from
Louis’s trial until the fall of Robespierre. A highly original work of historical analysis, political theory,
literary criticism, and intellectual history, The Terror of Natural Right challenges prevailing assumptions of
the Terror to offer a new perspective on the Revolutionary period.
Our Ageless Constitution - W. David Stedman 1987
The Idea of Natural Rights - Brian Tierney 2001
This series, originally published by Scholars Press and now available from Eerdmans, is intended to foster
exploration of the religious dimensions of law, the legal dimensions of religion, and the interaction of legal
and religious ideas, institutions, and methods. Written by leading scholars of law, political science, and
related fields, these volumes will help meet the growing demand for literature in the burgeoning
interdisciplinary study of law and religion.
Natural Law and Civil Sovereignty - I. Hunter 2002-06-19
In Natural Law and Civil Sovereignty new research by leading international scholars is brought to bear on a
single crucial issue: the role of early modern natural law doctrines in reconstructing the relations between
moral right and civil authority in the face of profound religious and political conflict. In addition to
providing fresh insights into the hard-fought struggle to legitimate a desacralised civil order, the book also
shows the degree to which the legitimacy of the modern secular state remains dependent on this decisive
set of developments.
Congressional Record - United States. Congress 1967
The Natural Law Foundations of Modern Social Theory - Daniel Chernilo 2013-01-31
After several decades in which it became a prime target for critique, universalism remains one of the most
important issues in social and political thought. Daniel Chernilo reassesses social theory's universalistic
orientation and explains its origins in natural law theory, using an impressive array of classical and
contemporary sources that include, among others, Habermas, Leo Strauss, Weber, Marx, Hegel, Rousseau
and Hobbes. The Natural Law Foundations of Modern Social Theory challenges previous accounts of the
rise of social theory, recovers a strong idea of humanity, and revisits conventional arguments on sociology's
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relationship to modernity, the enlightenment and natural law. It reconnects social theory to its scientific
and philosophical roots, its descriptive and normative tasks and its historical and systematic planes.
Chernilo's defense of universalism for contemporary social theory will surely engage students of sociology,
political theory and moral philosophy alike.
Natural Law and Human Rights - Pierre Manent 2020-02-28
This first English translation of Pierre Manent’s profound and strikingly original book La loi naturelle et les
droits de l’homme is a reflection on the central question of the Western political tradition. In six chapters,
developed from the prestigious Étienne Gilson lectures at the Institut Catholique de Paris, and in a related
appendix, Manent contemplates the steady displacement of the natural law by the modern conception of
human rights. He aims to restore the grammar of moral and political action, and thus the possibility of an
authentically political order that is fully compatible with liberty. Manent boldly confronts the prejudices and
dogmas of those who have repudiated the classical and Christian notion of “liberty under law” and in the
process shows how groundless many contemporary appeals to human rights turn out to be. Manent denies
that we can generate obligations from a condition of what Locke, Hobbes, and Rousseau call the “state of
nature,” where human beings are absolutely free, with no obligations to others. In his view, our ever-moreimperial affirmation of human rights needs to be reintegrated into what he calls an “archic” understanding
of human and political existence, where law and obligation are inherent in liberty and meaningful human
action. Otherwise we are bound to act thoughtlessly and in an increasingly arbitrary or willful manner.
Natural Law and Human Rights will engage students and scholars of politics, philosophy, and religion, and
will captivate sophisticated readers who are interested in the question of how we might reconfigure our
knowledge of, and talk with one another about, politics.
On the Spirit of Rights - Dan Edelstein 2021-06
By the end of the eighteenth century, politicians in America and France were invoking the natural rights of
man to wrest sovereignty away from kings and lay down universal basic entitlements. Exactly how and
when did “rights” come to justify such measures? In On the Spirit of Rights, Dan Edelstein answers this
question by examining the complex genealogy of the rights that regimes enshrined in the American and
French Revolutions. With a lively attention to detail, he surveys a sprawling series of debates among rulers,
jurists, philosophers, political reformers, writers, and others who were all engaged in laying the
groundwork for our contemporary systems of constitutional governance. Every seemingly new claim about
rights turns out to be a variation on a theme, as late medieval notions were subtly repeated and refined to
yield the talk of “rights” we recognize today. From the Wars of Religion to the French Declaration of the
Rights of Man and of the Citizen to the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, On the Spirit of Rights
is a sweeping tour through centuries of European intellectual history and an essential guide to our ways of
thinking about human rights today.
Natural Law - Alessandro Passerin d&EntrÃ¨ves
Burke, Paine, and the Rights of Man - R. R. Fennessy 2012-12-06
At the present day, when there is renewed interest in the concept of human rights and in the application of
this concept to the problems of government,! it may be instructive to review an eighteenth-century dispute
which was concerned precisely with these themes. Nor should the investigation be any less interesting
because the disputants were Edmund Burke and Thomas Paine: both these men have also been the object
of renewed attention and study in recent years. Critical work on the biography and bibliography of Paine is
being done by Professor Aldridge and Col. Richard Gimbel respectively;2 while Burke is being well looked
after, not only by the able team of experts who, under the leadership of Professor Copeland, are engaged in
producing the critical edition of his Correspondence, but also by such individual scholars as D. C. Bryant, C.
B. Cone, T. H. D. Mahoney, 3 P. J. Stanlis, C. Parkin, F. Canavan, and A. Cobban. But though Burke and
Paine are being studied separately, little work appears to have been done on the relationship between
them, apart from an 4 essay by Professor Copeland published more than twelve years ago. It is hoped that
the present study, while it does not claim to add anything to the facts about Burke and Paine already known
to his- 1 See Nehemiah Robinson, The Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
Natural Law - Alberto M. Piedra 2004-11-20
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Author Alberto M. Piedra lucidly illustrates the notion of 'natural law' through the examination of economic,
social, political, and cultural issues. In this work Piedra draws on classical and Christian sources as well as
his personal experience as an economist, diplomat, and lecturer on world politics to address philosophical
views in a constructive and morally guided exegesis of natural law and economics. This innovative book
shows the value of appeals to a governing, natural law and attendant principles such as the common good,
subsidiarity, hierarchy, spiritual welfare, the reciprocity of freedom and authority, and the cultivation of
personal moral and intellectual virtue. Natural Law will appeal to scholars, professionals, and others
interested in the cultivation of personal moral and intellectual virtue.
Natural Law Theory - Robert P. George 1994
Natural law theory is enjoying a revival of interest in a variety of scholarly disciplines including law,
philosophy, political science, and theology and religious studies. This volume presents twelve original
essays by leading natural law theorists and their critics. The contributors discuss natural law theories of
morality, law and legal reasoning, politics, and the rule of law. Readers get a clear sense of the wide
diversity of viewpoints represented among contemporary theorists, and an opportunity to evaluate the
arguments and counterarguments exchanged in the current debates between natural law theorists and
their critics. Contributors include Hadley Arkes, Joseph M. Boyle, Jr., John Finnis, Robert P. George, Russell
Hittinger, Neil MacCormick, Michael Moore, Jeffrey Stout, Joseph Raz, Jeremy Waldron, Lloyd Weinreb,
and Ernest Weinrib.
The Rights of Man and Natural Law - Jacques Maritain 1949
The Rights Of Man Today - Louis Henkin 2019-09-30
This book analyzes the evolution of the idea of human rights, the "universalization" of human rights as
reflected in the spread of "constitutionalism" to almost all states. It focuses on the conditions that must
exist if the rights of men and women are to be more secure in the future.
In Search of a Universal Ethic - Catholic Church. Commissio Theologica Internationalis 2012
Leviathan - Thomas Hobbes 2021-02-09
Written by one of the founders of modern political philosophy, Thomas Hobbes, during the English civil
war, Leviathan is an influential work of nonfiction. Regarded as one of the earliest examples of the social
contract theory, Leviathan has both historical and philosophical importance. Social contract theory
prioritizes the state over the individual, claiming that individuals have consented to the surrender of some
of their freedoms by participating in society. These surrendered freedoms help ensure that the government
can be run easily. In exchange for their sacrifice, the individual is protected and given a place in a steady
social order. Articulating this theory, Hobbes argues for a strong, undivided government ruled by an
absolute sovereign. To support his argument, Hobbes includes topics of religion, human nature and
taxation. Separated into four sections, Hobbes claims his theory to be the resolution of the civil war that
raged on as he wrote, creating chaos and taking causalities. The first section, Of Man discusses the role
human nature and instinct plays in the formation of government. The second section, Of Commonwealth
explains the definition, implications, types, and rules of succession in a commonwealth government. Of a
Christian Commonwealth imagines the religion’s role government and societal moral standards. Finally,
Hobbes closes his argument with Of the Kingdom of Darkness. Through the use of philosophical theory and
historical study, Thomas Hobbes attempts to convince citizens to consider the cost and reward of being
governed. Without an understanding of the sociopolitical theories that keep government bodies in power,
subjects can easily become complicit or allow society to slip into anarchy. Created during a brutal civil war,
Hobbes hoped to educate and persuade his peers. Though Leviathan was a work of controversy in its time,
Hobbes’ theories and prose has survived centuries, shaping the ideas of modern philosophy. This edition of
Leviathan by Thomas Hobbes is now presented with a stunning new cover design and is printed in an easyto-read font. With these accommodations, Leviathan is accessible and applicable to contemporary readers.
The Duties and the Rights of Man - J. B. Austin 1887
Christianity and Democracy, the Rights of Man and Natural Law - Jacques Maritain 2012-01-01
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Few political philosophers have laid such stress upon the organic and dynamic characters of human rights,
rooted as they are in natural law, as did the great 20th century philosopher, Jacques Maritain. Few
Christian scholars have placed such emphasis upon the influence of evangelical inspiration, or of the Gospel
message, upon the temporal order as has Maritain.As this important work reveals, the philosophy of
Jacques Maritain on natural law and human rights is complemented by and can only be properly understood
in the light of his teaching on Christianity and democracy and their relationship. Maritain takes pains to
point out that Christianity cannot be made subservient to any political form or regime, that democracy is
linked to Christianity and not the other way around, and that every just regime, such as the classic forms of
monarchy, aristocracy and republic, is compatible with Christianity and in it a person is able to achieve
some measure of fulfillment even in the temporal order.At the same time he argues his distinctive thesis
that personalist or organic democracy provides a fuller measure of freedom and fulfillment and that it
emerges or begins to take shape under the inspiration of the Gospel. Even the modern democracies we do
in fact have, with all their weaknesses, represent an historic gain for the person and they spring, he urges,
from the very Gospel they so wantonly repudiate!
The Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen 1789 and 1793 - 1985
The Whole Duty of Man According to the Law of Nature - Samuel Freiherr von Pufendorf 1716
Edmund Burke and the Natural Law - Peter Stanlis 2017-09-29
Today the idea of natural law as the basic ingredient in moral, legal, and political thought presents a
challenge not faced for almost two hundred years. On the surface, there would appear to be little room in
the contemporary world for a widespread belief in natural law. The basic philosophies of the opposition--the
rationalism of the philosophes, the utilitarianism of Bentham, the materialism of Marx--appear to have
made prior philosophies irrelevant. Yet these newer philosophies themselves have been overtaken by
disillusionment born of conflicts between "might" and "right." Many thoughtful people who were loyal to
secular belief have become dissatisfied with the lack of normative principles and have turned once more to
natural law. This first book-length study of Edmund Burke and his philosophy, originally published in 1958,
explores this intellectual giant's relationship to, and belief in, the natural law. It has long been thought that
Edmund Burke was an enemy of the natural law, and was a proponent of conservative utilitarianism. Peter
J. Stanlis shows that, on the contrary, Burke was one of the most eloquent and profound defenders of
natural law morality and politics in Western civilization. A philosopher in the classical tradition of Aristotle
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and Cicero, and in the Scholastic tradition of Aquinas, Burke appealed to natural law in the political
problems he encountered in American, Irish, Indian, and British affairs, and in reaction to the French
Revolution. This book is as relevant today as it was when it was first published, and will be mandatory
reading for students of philosophy, political science, law, and history.
The Natural Law - Heinrich Albert Rommen 1998
Originally published in German in 1936, The Natural Law is the first work to clarify the differences between
traditional natural law as represented in the writings of Cicero, Aquinas, and Hooker and the revolutionary
doctrines of natural rights espoused by Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau. Beginning with the legacies of Greek
and Roman life and thought, Rommen traces the natural law tradition to its displacement by legal
positivism and concludes with what the author calls "the reappearance" of natural law thought in more
recent times. In seven chapters each Rommen explores "The History of the Idea of Natural Law" and "The
Philosophy and Content of the Natural Law." In his introduction, Russell Hittinger places Rommen's work in
the context of contemporary debate on the relevance of natural law to philosophical inquiry and
constitutional interpretation. Heinrich Rommen (1897–1967) taught in Germany and England before
concluding his distinguished scholarly career at Georgetown University. Russell Hittinger is William K.
Warren Professor of Catholic Studies and Research Professor of Law at the University of Tulsa.
Biblical Natural Law - Matthew Levering 2008-03-21
Natural law theory is controversial today because it presumes that there is a stable 'human nature' that is
subject to a 'law.' How do we know that 'human nature' is stable and not ever-evolving? How can we expect
'law' not to constrict human freedom and potential? Furthermore if there is a 'law,' there must be a
lawgiver. Matthew Levering argues that natural law theory makes sense only within a broader worldview,
and that the Bible sketches both such a persuasive worldview and an account of natural law that offers an
exciting portrait of the moral life. To establish the relevance of biblical readings to the wider philosophical
debate on natural law, this study offers an overview of modern natural law theories from Cicero to
Nietzsche, which reverse the biblical portrait by placing human beings at the center of the moral universe.
Whereas the biblical portrait of natural law is other-directed, ordered to self-giving love, the modern
accounts turn inward upon the self. Drawing on the thought of St. Thomas Aquinas, Levering employs
theological and philosophical investigation to achieve a contemporary doctrine of natural law that accords
with the biblical witness to a loving Creator who draws human beings to share in the divine life. This book
provides both an introduction to natural law theory and a compelling challenge to re-think current biblical
scholarship on the topic.
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