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Women and Power in the Middle East - Suad Joseph 2011-10-20
The seventeen essays in Women and Power in the Middle East analyze the social, political, economic, and
cultural forces that shape gender systems in the Middle East and North Africa. Published at different times
in Middle East Report, the journal of the Middle East Research and Information Project, the essays
document empirically the similarities and differences in the gendering of relations of power in twelve
countries—Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Egypt, Sudan, Palestine, Lebanon, Turkey, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia,
Yemen, and Iran. Together they seek to build a framework for understanding broad patterns of gender in
the Arab-Islamic world. Challenging questions are addressed throughout. What roles have women played in
politics in this region? When and why are women politically mobilized, and which women? Does the nature
and impact of their mobilization differ if it is initiated by the state, nationalist movements, revolutionary
parties, or spontaneous revolt? And what happens to women when those agents of mobilization win or lose?
In investigating these and other issues, the essays take a look at the impact of rapid social change in the
Arab-Islamic world. They also analyze Arab disillusionment with the radical nationalisms of the 1950s and
1960s and with leftist ideologies, as well as the rise of political Islamist movements. Indeed the essays
present rich new approaches to assessing what political participation has meant for women in this region
and how emerging national states there have dealt with organized efforts by women to influence the
institutions that govern their lives. Designed for courses in Middle East, women's, and cultural studies,
Women and Power in the Middle East offers to both students and scholars an excellent introduction to the
study of gender in the Arab-Islamic world.
The Logics of Gender Justice - Mala Htun 2018-03-01
When and why do governments promote women's rights? Through comparative analysis of state action in
seventy countries from 1975 to 2005, this book shows how different women's rights issues involve different
histories, trigger different conflicts, and activate different sets of protagonists. Change on violence against
women and workplace equality involves a logic of status politics: feminist movements leverage international
norms to contest women's subordination. Family law, abortion, and contraception, which challenge the
historical claim of religious groups to regulate kinship and reproduction, conform to a logic of doctrinal
politics, which turns on relations between religious groups and the state. Publicly-paid parental leave and
child care follow a logic of class politics, in which the strength of Left parties and overall economic
conditions are more salient. The book reveals the multiple and complex pathways to gender justice,
illuminating the opportunities and obstacles to social change for policymakers, advocates, and others
seeking to advance women's rights.
Women and Religious Freedom - Nazila Ghanea-Hercock 2017
Print format not distributed to depository libraries.
Women's Rights and Religious Law - Fareda Banda 2016-02-12
The three Abrahamic faiths have dominated religious conversations for millennia but the relations between
state and religion are in a constant state of flux. This relationship may be configured in a number of ways.
Religious norms may be enforced by the state as part of a regime of personal law or, conversely, religious
norms may be formally relegated to the private sphere but can be brought into the legal realm through the
private acts of individuals. Enhanced recognition of religious tribunals or religious doctrines by civil courts
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may create a hybrid of these two models. One of the major issues in the reconciliation of changing civic
ideals with religious tenets is gender equality, and this is an ongoing challenge in both domestic and
international affairs. Examining this conflict within the context of a range of issues including marriage and
divorce, violence against women and children, and women’s political participation, this collection brings
together a discussion of the Abrahamic religions to examine the role of religion in the struggle for women’s
equality around the world. The book encompasses both theory and practical examples of how law can be
used to negotiate between claims for gender equality and the right to religion. It engages with international
and regional human rights norms and also national considerations within countries. This book will be of
great relevance to scholars and policy makers with an interest in law and religion, gender studies and
human rights law.
It's Up to the Women - Eleanor Roosevelt 2017-04-11
"Eleanor Roosevelt never wanted her husband to run for president. When he won, she . . . went on a
national tour to crusade on behalf of women. She wrote a regular newspaper column. She became a
champion of women's rights and of civil rights. And she decided to write a book." -- Jill Lepore, from the
Introduction "Women, whether subtly or vociferously, have always been a tremendous power in the destiny
of the world," Eleanor Roosevelt wrote in It's Up to the Women, her book of advice to women of all ages on
every aspect of life. Written at the height of the Great Depression, she called on women particularly to do
their part -- cutting costs where needed, spending reasonably, and taking personal responsibility for
keeping the economy going. Whether it's the recommendation that working women take time for
themselves in order to fully enjoy time spent with their families, recipes for cheap but wholesome homecooked meals, or America's obligation to women as they take a leading role in the new social order, many of
the opinions expressed here are as fresh as if they were written today.
Women's Human Rights - Susan Deller Ross 2009-08-31
According to Susan Deller Ross, many human rights advocates still do not see women's rights as human
rights. Yet women in many countries suffer from laws, practices, customs, and cultural and religious norms
that consign them to a deeply inferior status. Advocates might conceive of human rights as involving
torture, extrajudicial killings, or cruel and degrading treatment—all clearly in violation of international
human rights—and think those issues irrelevant to women. Yet is female genital mutilation, practiced on
millions of young girls and even infants, not a gross violation of human rights? When a family decides to
murder a daughter in the name of "honor," is that not an extrajudicial killing? When a husband rapes or
savagely beats his wife, knowing the legal authorities will take no action on her behalf, is that not cruel and
degrading treatment? Women's Human Rights is the first human rights casebook to focus specifically on
women's human rights. Rich with interdisciplinary material, the book advances the study of the deprivation
and violence women suffer due to discriminatory laws, religions, and customs that deny them their most
fundamental freedoms. It also provides present and future lawyers the legal tools for change,
demonstrating how human rights treaties can be used to obtain new laws and court decisions that protect
women against discrimination with respect to employment, land ownership, inheritance, subordination in
marriage, domestic violence, female genital mutilation, polygamy, child marriage, and the denial of
reproductive rights. Ross examines international and regional human rights treaties in depth, including
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treaty language and the jurisprudence and general interpretive guidelines developed by human rights
bodies. By studying how international human rights law has been and can be implemented at the domestic
level through local courts and legislatures, readers will understand how to call upon these newly articulated
human rights to help bring about legislation, court decisions, and executive action that protect women from
human rights violations.
Women's Activism, Feminism, and Social Justice - Margaret A. McLaren 2019
A wide range of issues besieges women globally, including economic exploitation, sexist oppression, racial,
ethnic, and caste oppression, and cultural imperialism. This book builds a feminist social justice framework
from practices of women's activism in India to understand and work to overcome these injustices. The
feminist social justice framework provides an alternative to mainstream philosophical frameworks that
promote global gender justice: for example, universal human rights, economic projects such as
microfinance, and cosmopolitanism. McLaren demonstrates that these frameworks are bound by a
commitment to individualism and an abstract sense of universalism that belies their root neo-liberalism.
Arguing that these frameworks emphasize individualism over interdependence, similarity over diversity,
and individual success over collective capacity, McLaren draws on the work of Rabindranath Tagore to
develop the concept of relational cosmopolitanism. Relational cosmopolitanism prioritizes our connections
while, crucially, acknowledging the reality of power differences. Extending Iris Young's theory of political
responsibility, McLaren shows how Fair Trade connects to the economic solidarity movement. The SelfEmployed Women's Association and MarketPlace India empower women through access to livelihoods as
well as fostering leadership capabilities that allow them to challenge structural injustice through political
and social activism. Their struggles to resist economic exploitation and gender oppression through
collective action show the vital importance of challenging individualist approaches to achieving gender
justice. The book is a rallying call for a shift in our thinking and practice towards re-imagining the
possibilities for justice from a relational framework, from independence to interdependence, from identity
to intersectionality, and from interest to socio-political imagination.
Women in Zones of Conflict - Tami Amanda Jacoby 2005
Tami Amanda Jacoby investigates the constraints and opportunities for women's civic engagements in zones
of conflict through a case study of three women's political movements in Israel: Women in Green, The
Jerusalem Link, and the lobby for women's right to fight in the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF). Filling a void in
feminist studies of women and war, Women in Zones of Conflict challenges the traditional view, which
suggests a natural connection between women and pacifism, based on the feminine qualities of caring,
cooperation, and empathy. Feminist studies of nationalism also envision women as either victimized by
patriarchy within nationalist movements or as adopting masculine qualities to conform to the culture of
their male compatriots. Jacoby takes an alternative approach, considering how women are situated across
the political spectrum. She argues that when categories other than gender - such as class, ethnicity,
religion, and political perspective - are considered, there is no single perspective on what it means to be a
woman in conflict.
Violence, Law and Women's Rights in South Asia - Savitri Goonesekere 2004-06-07
This very insightful volume critically analyses the law and law enforcement in three South Asian countries
India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka s in order to assess the response of the criminal justice system to violence
against women. The contributors assert that the gap between reality and the practice of laws in these
countries is unfortunately very wide and women who are victims of violence are further victimised by
discriminatory laws, the apathy of the judicial system, and the systematic manipulation of legal provisions.
They explore the opportunities to change the legal systems and make them more responsive to women s
human right to justice and freedom from violence.
Pedestals and Podiums - Martha Sonntag Bradley 2005
This is a look back to the 1970's beginnings of the women's movement and what preceded it in the history
of the LDS church with regard to women's rights within that church, the state of Utah, and across the
country. It is an interesting and fascinating story, superbly documented, with equally engrossing views
from both sides of the controversies, showing how a once radical church became a bast ion of conservatism.
Human Rights of Women - Rebecca J. Cook 2012-03-10
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Rebecca J. Cook and the contributors to this volume seek to analyze how international human rights law
applies specifically to women in various cultures worldwide, and to develop strategies to promote equitable
application of human rights law at the international, regional, and domestic levels. Their essays present a
compelling mixture of reports and case studies from various regions in the world, combined with scholarly
assessments of international law as these rights specifically apply to women.
Fascism: A Very Short Introduction - Kevin Passmore 2014-05-29
What is fascism? Is it revolutionary? Or is it reactionary? Can it be both? Fascism is notoriously hard to
define. How do we make sense of an ideology that appeals to streetfighters and intellectuals alike? That is
overtly macho in style, yet attracts many women? That calls for a return to tradition while maintaining a
fascination with technology? And that preaches violence in the name of an ordered society? In the new
edition of this Very Short Introduction, Kevin Passmore brilliantly unravels the paradoxes of one of the most
important phenomena in the modern world—tracing its origins in the intellectual, political, and social crises
of the late nineteenth century, the rise of fascism following World War I, including fascist regimes in Italy
and Germany, and the fortunes of 'failed' fascist movements in Eastern Europe, Spain, and the Americas.
He also considers fascism in culture, the new interest in transnational research, and the progress of the far
right since 2002. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to
get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Extreme Speech and Democracy - Ivan Hare 2010-11-18
A commitment to free speech is a fundamental precept of all liberal democracies. However, democracies
can differ significantly when addressing the constitutionality of laws regulating certain kinds of speech. In
the United States, for instance, the commitment to free speech under the First Amendment has been held
by the Supreme Court to protect the public expression of the most noxious racist ideology and hence to
render unconstitutional even narrow restrictions on hate speech. In contrast, governments have been
accorded considerable leeway to restrict racist and other extreme expression in almost every other
democracy, including Canada, the United Kingdom, and other European countries. This book considers the
legal responses of various liberal democracies towards hate speech and other forms of extreme expression,
and examines the following questions: What accounts for the marked differences in attitude towards the
constitutionality of hate speech regulation? Does hate speech regulation violate the core free speech
principle constitutive of democracy? Has the traditional US position on extreme expression justifiably not
found favour elsewhere? Do values such as the commitment to equality or dignity legitimately override the
right to free speech in some circumstances? With contributions from experts in a range of disciplines, this
book offers an in-depth examination of the tensions that arise between democracy's promises.
A Vindication of the Rights of Woman - Mary Wollstonecraft 1891
No feminism or feminist philosophy without “A Vindication of the Rights of Woman”. Wollstonecraft argues
not only that women ought to have the education of a woman should fit her position and role in society, but
also that they are human beings and thus deserve the same fundamental rights as men.
Man's Dominion - Sheila Jeffreys 2013-06-17
In this feminist critique of the politics of religion, Sheila Jeffreys argues that the renewed rise of religion is
harmful to women’s human rights. The book seeks to rekindle the criticism of religion as the founding
ideology of patriarchy. Focusing on the three monotheistic religions; Judaism, Christianity and Islam, this
book examines common anti-women attitudes such as ‘male-headship’, impurity of women, the need to
control women’s bodies, and their modern manifestations in multicultural Western states. It points to the
incorporation of religious law into legal systems, faith schools, and campaigns led by Christian and Islamic
organisations against women’s rights at the U.N., and explains how religious rights threaten to subvert
women’s rights. Including highly-topical chapters on the burka and the covering of women, and polygamy,
this text questions the ideology of multiculturalism which shields religion from criticism by demanding
respect for culture and faith, whilst ignoring the harm that women suffer from religion. Man’s Dominion is
an incisive and polemic text that will be of interest to students of gender studies, religion, and politics.
Religious Fundamentalisms and the Human Rights of Women - C. Howland 1999-09-03
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Dialogue on the conflict between religious fundamentalism and women's rights is often stymied by an 'all or
nothing' approach: fundamentalists claim of absolute religious freedom, while some feminists dismiss
religion entirely as being so imbued with patriarchy as to be eternally opposed to women's rights. This
ignores, though, the experiences of religious women who suffer under fundamentalism and fight to resist it,
perceiving themselves to be at once religious and feminist. In Religious Fundamentalisms and the Human
Rights of Women , Howland provides a forum for these different scholars, both religious and nonreligious,
to meet and seek common ground in their fight against fundamentalism. Through an examination of
international human rights, national law, grass roots activism, and theology, this volume explores the acute
problems that contemporary fundamentalist movements pose for women's equality and liberty rights.
Women's Rights in the Middle East and North Africa - Sanja Kelly 2010-07-16
Freedom HouseOs innovative publication WomenOs Rights in the Middle East and North Africa: Progress
Amid Resistance analyzes the status of women in the region, with a special focus on the gains and setbacks
for womenOs rights since the first edition was released in 2005. The study presents a comparative
evaluation of conditions for women in 17 countries and one territory: Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Iran, Iraq,
Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Oman, Palestine (Palestinian Authority and Israeli-Occupied
Territories), Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, and Yemen. The publication
identifies the causes and consequences of gender inequality in the Middle East, and provides concrete
recommendations for national and international policymakers and implementers. Freedom House is an
independent nongovernmental organization that supports democratic change, monitors freedom, and
advocates for democracy and human rights. The project has been embraced as a resource not only by
international players like the United Nations and the World Bank, but also by regional womenOs rights
organizations, individual activists, scholars, and governments worldwide. WomenOs rights in each country
are assessed in five key areas: (1) Nondiscrimination and Access to Justice; (2) Autonomy, Security, and
Freedom of the Person; (3) Economic Rights and Equal Opportunity; (4) Political Rights and Civic Voice;
and (5) Social and Cultural Rights. The methodology is based on the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, and the study results are presented through a set of numerical scores and analytical narrative
reports.
Gender, Religion, & Family Law - Lisa Fishbayn Joffe 2013
In many regions of the world, women's rights are at the heart of tensions between a commitment to
tolerance of religious diversity, enshrined in civil laws, and respect for the rights of the individual, as
understood within particularistic religious or cultural custom. These conflicts present pressing challenges
for theorists, lawyers, and policymakers. This anthology brings together leading scholars and activists in
Jewish, Muslim, and Christian law, and African customary law, who interrogate the utility of recent
theoretical models, explore contextual differences, and analyze and celebrate stories of successful
initiatives that have transformed legal and cultural norms.
Self-determination and Women's Rights in Muslim Societies - Chitra Raghavan 2012
An interdisciplinary anthology on the intersections of gender, Islam, and law
The Rights of Women in Islam - Asgharali Engineer 2008
Women's issues continue to dominate the Islamic world in particular, as there has been a very gradual
change in the status of women in the Islamic world as a whole. This book covers various aspects relating to
the status of women in the pre-Islamic period -- customs and -traditions, forms of marriage, divorce and
forms of divorce, dower, traditions regarding slave-girls, and so on. It then goes on to deal with the status
of women in the post-Islamic period -- the Qur'anic concept of women's rights in marriage, divorce,
inheritance, custody of children, polygamy, maintenance, property, right to earn, etc. It quotes extensively
from the Qur'an and Sunnah. It also deals with the Arab adaat, that is, pre-Islamic customs and traditions
regarding women. Altogether, it attempts to arm Muslim women with Islamic arguments for their
empowerment. The author, a renowned scholar, has sought to set the record straight by reinterpreting
women's rights in the true Qur'anic spirit. He argues quite convincingly that the Holy Book gives equal
rights to both the sexes, and it does not discriminate between them as regards personal, democratic and
human rights. The question whether in a secular society Muslim personal law needs any change, and, if so,
in which direction the reform should be undertaken is dealt with in detail. This third edition contains a
womens-rights-and-religious-law-domestic-and-international-perspectives-law-and-religion

chapter: 'On a Muslim Woman Leading the Congregational Prayer'. This chapter deals with the important
aspect of Muslim women's problems and also hopes to further enhance their understanding of the Shari'ah
issues.
Feminism, Law and Religion - Marie A. Failinger 2013
With contributions from some of the most prominent voices writing on gender, law and religion today, this
book illuminates some of the conflicts at the intersection of feminism, theology and law. Among the themes
discussed are the cross-over between religious and secular values and assumptions in the search for a just
jurisprudence for women, the application of theological insights from religious traditions to legal issues at
the core of feminist work, feminist legal readings of scriptural texts on women's rights and the place that
religious law has assigned to women in ecclesiastic life. The book is essential reading for legal and religious
academics and students working in the area of gender and law or law and religion.
Reconstructed Lives - Haleh Esfandiari 1997-07
Iranian women tell in their own words what the revolution attempted and how they responded. The Islamic
revolution of 1979 transformed all areas of Iranian life. For women, the consequences were extensive and
profound, as the state set out to reverse legal and social rights women had won and to dictate many aspects
of women's lives, including what they could study and how they must dress and relate to men.
Reconstructed Lives presents Iranian women telling in their own words what the revolution attempted and
how they responded. Through a series of interviews with professional and working women in Iran—doctors,
lawyers, writers, professors, secretaries, businesswomen—Haleh Esfandiari gathers dramatic accounts of
what has happened to their lives as women in an Islamic society. She and her informants describe the
strategies by which women try to and sometimes succeed in subverting the state's agenda. Esfandiari also
provides historical background on the women's movement in Iran. She finds evidence in Iran's experience
that even women from "traditional" and working classes do not easily surrender rights or access they have
gained to education, career opportunities, and a public role.
Letters on the Equality of the Sexes, and the Condition of Woman - Sarah Moore Grimké 1838
Christianity and Human Rights - John Witte, Jr 2010-12-23
Combining Jewish, Greek, and Roman teachings with the radical new teachings of Christ and St. Paul,
Christianity helped to cultivate the cardinal ideas of dignity, equality, liberty and democracy that ground
the modern human rights paradigm. Christianity also helped shape the law of public, private, penal, and
procedural rights that anchor modern legal systems in the West and beyond. This collection of essays
explores these Christian contributions to human rights through the perspectives of jurisprudence, theology,
philosophy and history, and Christian contributions to the special rights claims of women, children, nature
and the environment. The authors also address the church's own problems and failings with maintaining
human rights ideals. With contributions from leading scholars, including a foreword by Archbishop
Desmond Tutu, this book provides an authoritative treatment of how Christianity shaped human rights in
the past, and how Christianity and human rights continue to challenge each other in modern times.
Women’s Rights and the Bible - Richard H. Hiers 2012-05-03
In this volume, Richard Hiers challenges the popular assumption that the Bible has a low view of women
and that biblical law either ignores women or requires them to be subject and subservient to men. He does
so by identifying and carefully examining hundreds of biblical texts and allowing them to speak for
themselves. Among the findings: - that biblical tradition generally represents women positively, as strong
and independent persons; - that no text represents wives as subject to their husbands and that no biblical
law requires such subjection; - that biblical laws provide many protections for women's rights and interests-in several instances, rights equal to those enjoyed by men. The book focuses particularly on the Old
Testament and Old Testament law, and argues that Old Testament laws and their underlying values provide
important resources for Christian ethics and social policy today.
The Unfinished Revolution - Minky Worden 2012-03-06
“It’s a time of change in the world, with dictators toppling and new opportunities rising, but any revolution
that doesn’t create equality for women will be incomplete. The time has come to realize the full potential of
half the world’s population.” —Christiane Amanpour, from the foreword The Unfinished Revolution tells the
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story of the global struggle to secure basic rights for women and girls, including in the Middle East where
the Arab Spring raised high hopes, but the political revolutions are so far insufficient to guarantee
progress. Around the world, women and girls are trafficked into forced labor and sex slavery, trapped in
conflict zones where rape is a weapon of war, prevented from attending school, and kept from making
deeply personal choices in their private lives, such as whom and when to marry. In many countries, women
are second-class citizens by law. In others, religion and traditions block freedoms such as the right to work,
study or access health care. Even in the United States, women who are victims of sexual violence often do
not see their attackers brought to justice. More than 30 writers—Nobel Prize laureates, leading activists,
top policymakers, and former victims—have contributed to this anthology. Drawing from their rich personal
experiences, they tackle some of the toughest questions and offer bold new approaches to problems
affecting hundreds of millions of women. This volume is indispensable reading, providing thoughtful
analysis from a never-before assembled group of advocates. It shows that the fight for women’s equality is
far from over. As Leymah Gbowee, 2011 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate says, “Women are not free anywhere
in this world until all women in the world are free.”
Women, Business and the Law - Bloomsbury Publishing 2013-11-07
Women perform 66% of the world's work, produce 50% of the food, but earn 10% of the income and own
1% of the property. To shed light on why this grim statistic still holds true, Women, Business and the Law
aims to examine legal differentiations on the basis of gender in 143 of the world's economies. Women,
Business and the Law tracks governments' actions to expand economic opportunities for women across six
key areas: accessing institutions, using property, getting a job, providing incentives to work, building credit
and going to court. The report uncovers legal differentiations for women and married versus unmarried
women such as being able to register a business, open a bank account and work at night. These issues are
of fundamental importance. When, because of tradition, social taboos or simple prejudice, half of the
world's population is prevented from making its contribution to the life of a nation, the economy will suffer.
The empirical evidence does suggest that, slowly but surely, governments are making progress in
expanding opportunities for women. It is our hope that data presented in Women, Business and the Law will
both facilitate research on linkages between legal differentiation and outcomes for women, and promote
better informed policy choices on what governments can do to expand opportunities for women.
Ordaining Women - Mark Chaves 1997
Why does a denomination prohibiting women clergy support parishes run by women? Why does a
denomination opt to ordain women when there are few women seeking to join that clergy? And why have
some denominations ordained women so much earlier than others? In a revealing examination of the
complex relationship among religion, social forces, and organizational structure, Ordaining Women draws
examples and data from over 100 Christian denominations to explore the meaning of institutional rules
about women's ordination. Combining historical and sociological perspectives, Mark Chaves deftly shows
that formal institutional rules about ordination often diverge from the actual roles of women and are best
understood as symbolic gestures in favor of--or in opposition to--gender equality. Ordaining Women
concludes that external pressures from the women's movement and ecumenical pressure expressed through
interdenominational organizations such as the National Council of Churches influence ordination practices.
At the same time, internal factors such as having a source of religious authority that is considered superior
to modern principles of equal rights also explain why some denominations ordain women much earlier than
others. Surprisingly, "the Bible forbids it" does not account for policies even among fundamentalists and
other biblical inerrantists. Chaves' historical and comparative approach offers a revealing analysis of how
the internal denominational debates have changed over time, becoming more frequent, more politicized,
and more contentious. The skillful delineation of forces affecting debates and policies about women's
ordination makes this book an important contribution to our understanding of religious organizations and of
gender equality.
A Call to Action - Jimmy Carter 2014-03-25
In the highly acclaimed bestselling A Call to Action, President Jimmy Carter addresses the world’s most
serious, pervasive, and ignored violation of basic human rights: the ongoing discrimination and violence
against women and girls. President Carter was encouraged to write this book by a wide coalition of leaders
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of all faiths. His urgent report covers a system of discrimination that extends to every nation. Women are
deprived of equal opportunity in wealthier nations and “owned” by men in others, forced to suffer
servitude, child marriage, and genital cutting. The most vulnerable and their children are trapped in war
and violence. A Call to Action addresses the suffering inflicted upon women by a false interpretation of
carefully selected religious texts and a growing tolerance of violence and warfare. Key verses are often
omitted or quoted out of context by male religious leaders to exalt the status of men and exclude women.
And in nations that accept or even glorify violence, this perceived inequality becomes the basis for abuse.
Carter draws upon his own experiences and the testimony of courageous women from all regions and all
major religions to demonstrate that women around the world, more than half of all human beings, are being
denied equal rights. This is an informed and passionate charge about a devastating effect on economic
prosperity and unconscionable human suffering. It affects us all.
Women's Rights and Islamic Family Law - Lynn Welchman 2004-06
This volume explores the present-day realities of Islamic family law, with particular emphasis on the rights
of women. Three contrasting country cases have been selected: Egypt, the most populous Arab state with a
constitutional clause on the place of "principles of the shari`a" as the principal source of legislation; the
West Bank and Gaza, family law here being a contested site between different visions of national identity in
the process of trying to build a Palestinian state; and the United States, where some in the minority Muslim
communities seek to regulate their family relations in accordance with "principles of the shari`a" within the
context of a non-Muslim state applying civil law requirements to all family matters. A concluding study
ranges further afield in order to explore the challenges and potential of "principles of shari`a" in advocacy
on the question of violence against women.
Myths about Women's Rights - Feryal M. Cherif 2015
As one of the first studies of its kind, this book synthesises competing explanations of women's rights and
rigorously tests the implications of cultural, international norms-building and core rights explanations
across nationality, political, reproductive, and property rights. The results show that conventional wisdoms
are often overstated and incomplete, such that far less is actually known about how, where, and why
women's rights improve.
Freedom of Religion Or Belief - Heiner Bielefeldt 2016
"Freedom of Religious or Belief: An International Law Commentary is the first commentary to look
comprehensively at the international provisions for the protection of freedom of religion or belief,
considering how they are interpreted by various United Nations Special Procedures and Treaty Bodies." -Back cover.
The Government of Social Life in Colonial India - Rachel Sturman 2012-06-29
This book analyses religious law in colonial India, exploring how it encouraged gender equality and a
rethinking of the relationship between state and society.
Religion and Human Rights - John Witte, Jr. 2011-12-08
This volume examines the relationship between religion and human rights in seven major religious
traditions, as well as key legal concepts, contemporary issues, and relationships among religion, state, and
society in the areas of human rights and religious freedom.
Women's Rights and Religious Practice - A. Boden 2007-11-28
The author looks at conflicts between human rights for women and religious integrity, through family
religious ideology and questions of relativism, privacy and agency. The study shows that theological
resistance and political and social inhibitors can, ironically, make the human rights concept inappropriate
for gaining rights for religious women.
Women, Gender, Religion - E. Castelli 2001-01-01
This up-to-date and forward-looking collection of essays on gender and religion fills a crucial gap.
Interdisciplinary and multi-traditional, this volume highlights the contributions that different disciplinary
approaches make to feminist/gender studies and religion. Designed for the classroom, the Reader
simultaneously assesses the state of the field and raises questions for further inquiry and investigation.
Human Rights In The Administration Of Justice - United Nations. Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights 2003-12-01
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Independent legal professionals play a key role in the administration of justice and the protection of human
rights. Judges, prosecutors and lawyers need access to information on human rights standards laid down in
the main international legal instruments and to related jurisprudence developed by universal and regional
monitoring bodies. This publication, which includes a manual and a facilitator's guide, seeks to provide a
comprehensive core curriculum on international human rights standards for legal professionals. It includes
a CD-ROM containing the full electronic text of the manual in pdf format.
Sharia and Women's Rights in Afghanistan - Anastasiya Hozyainova 2014
Women's rights in Afghanistan have been supported and championed by Afghan and international
advocates and organizations since 2002. Substantial progress has been made, but the women's rights
movement faces an uncertain future in the wake of the 2014 international troop withdrawals. In addition to
the potential for decreased financial and public support from international actors, women's rights
advocates face the challenge of collaborating with a national government that has been mistrusted by the
Afghan people while trying to promote norms and laws that often contradict deeply held community
traditions. This report draws on numerous in-country interviews, discussions and debates to explore a way
forward for women's rights in Afghanistan: promoting women's rights through an Islamic framework.
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Women's rights groups have increasingly been using Sharia-based arguments and working with religious
leaders to give arguments for stronger women's rights protections more legitimacy. Greater understanding
of how Islamic legal literacy, scholarship and dialogue might help protect women's rights in the coming
difficult period is crucial.
Feminist Trouble - Éléonore Lépinard 2020
In 'Feminist Trouble', Éléonore Lépinard draws on extended fieldwork with numerous women's
organizations in France and Quebec. Giving voice to devout women and women of colour, Lépinard dissects
hierarchies of privilege in feminist politics, grappling with Islam and Islamic veiling debates to understand
how these changes have transformed contemporary feminist movements, intersectional politics, and the
feminist collective subject.
Explorations in Women, Rights, and Religions - Morny Joy 2019-12-02
The application of women's rights to the religions of the world have prompted highly contentious debates.
This volume explores the many intricate issues raised in such interactions all authored by women scholars
of religion from diverse regions of the world, representing a plurality of religions, including indigenous
religions.
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