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The Social History of Ancient Israel - Rainer
Kessler
* An accessible social history of ancient Israel,
designed for Old Testament courses * Includes a
timeline and glossary of terms
Israel's Past - Bob Becking 2021-10-04
This collection of essays gives an insight into the
problems that we encounter when we try to
(re)construct events from Israel's past. On the
one hand, the Hebrew Bible is a biased source,
on the other hand, the data provided by
archaeology and extra-biblical texts are
constrained and sometimes contradictory.
Discussing a set of examples, the author applies
fundamental insight from the philosophy of
history to clarify Israel's past.
Joshua in 3-D - L. Daniel Hawk 2010-04-02
This unique commentary generates a
conversation between the biblical narrative of
conquest, related biblical themes, and the
American master narrative of Manifest Destiny.
Writing in an accessible style and format, Hawk
offers an exegesis of the biblical text with
special emphasis on the ways the narrative of
conquest shaped ancient Israel's identity as a
people. A second level of commentary lifts key
themes from the text (e.g., the land as divine gift
and promise, mass killing, Israel's distinctive
attributes, the construction of the Indigenous
Other) and sets them within their broader
biblical context. A third dimension reflects on
corresponding elements in America's narrative
of "westward expansion" (e.g. the conviction of
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America's unique character and destiny, total
war and ethnic cleansing, the dehumanization of
Native peoples, patriotism and homeland, the
idea of the American Dream). As a whole, this
book offers Joshua as a biblical resource for
reading the American experience, challenging
readers to reflect on how conquest shaped
America's identity and how it continues to
influence American attitudes and actions.
J, E, and the Redaction of the Pentateuch - Joel
S. Baden 2009
Revision of the author's thesis (doctoral)-Harvard University, 2007.
Household and Family Religion in Antiquity
- John Bodel 2012-02-15
The first book to explore the religious
dimensions of the familyand the household in
ancient Mediterranean and West Asianantiquity.
Advances our understanding of household and
familial religion,as opposed to state-sponsored
or civic temple cults Reconstructs domestic and
family religious practices in Egypt,Greece,
Rome, Israel, Mesopotamia, Ugarit, Emar, and
Philistia Explores many household rituals, such
as providing forancestral spirits, and petitioning
of a household's patron deitiesor of spirits
associated with the house itself Examines
lifecycle rituals – from pregnancy and birth
tomaturity, old age, death, and beyond Looks at
religious practices relating to the household
bothwithin the home itself and other spaces,
such as at extramuraltombs and local
sanctuaries
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Missing Priests - Alice Hunt 2006-10-01
This is a study of one priesthood of Ancient
Israel, the Zadokites, and its role in the social,
historical, cultural, and religious lives of the
ancient Isrealites. It also provides a foundation
for studies of priesthood(s) in ancient Israel.
The Hebrew Bible - John Barton 2021-08-31
This is a general-interest introduction to the Old
Testament from many disciplines. There are 23
essays with 23 individual reference lists.
Understanding Dan - Mark Walter Bartusch
2003-06-01
This book investigates the Dan/Danite tradition
in the Hebrew Bible to determine not only what
the Bible tells us about Dan, but also how far
traditions about the territory, city, ancestor and
tribe may have influenced each other. Bartusch
argues that the political and theological interests
reflected in the relatively late work of the
Deuteronomistic Historian have cast a shadow
over some earlier traditions, and that by
combining social-science models and newer
literary criticism with the more traditional
historical-critical methodologies, the original
meaning of the traditions of Dan may be
recovered and clarified. The conclusion of such a
study is that the Hebrew Bible as a whole does
not entirely support the negative portrayal of
Dan in its later traditions.
The Sword and the Stylus - Leo G. Perdue
2008-06-10
The all-too-frequent disregard of historical and
social contexts by many wisdom scholars often
leads to the distortion of this literature and
transforms its teachings into abstract ideas
lacking any incarnation in the social and
historical world of human living. Leo Perdue
here argues from a sociohistorical approach that
the proper understanding of ancient wisdom
literature requires one to move out of the realm
of philosophical idealism into the flesh and blood
of human history. Arguing that wisdom was
international in practice and outlook, Perdue
traces the interaction between both ruling and
subject nations and their sages who produced
their respective cultures and their foundational
worldviews. While not always easy to
reconstruct, he acknowledges, the historical and
social settings of texts provide necessary
contexts for interpretation and engagement by
later readers and hearers. Wisdom texts did not
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transcend their life settings to espouse values
regardless of time and circumstance. Rather,
they are located in a variety of historical events
in an evolving nation, reflecting a vast array of
different and changing moral systems,
epistemologies, and religious understandings.
Hebrew Bible / Old Testament. III: From
Modernism to Post-Modernism - Magne
Sæbø 2014-12-10
The long and complex history of reception and
interpretation of the Hebrew Bible / Old
Testament through the ages, described in the
HBOT Project, focuses in this concluding volume
III, Part 2 on the multifarious research and the
different methods used in the last century. Even
this volume is written by Christian and Jewish
scholars and takes its wider cultural and
philosophical context into consideration. The
perspective is worldwide and ecumenical. Its
references to modern biblical scholarship, on
which it is based, are extensive and updated.The
indexes (names, topics, references to biblical
sources and a broad body of literature beyond)
are the key to the wealth of information
provided.Contributors are J. Barton, H.L.
Bosman, A.F. Campbell, SJ, D.M. Carr, D.J.A.
Clines, W. Dietrich, St.E. Fassberg, D. Føllesdal,
A.C. Hagedorn, K.M. Heim, J. Høgenhaven, B.
Janowski, D.A. Knight, C. Körting, A. Laato, P.
Machinist, M.A.O ́Brien, M. Oeming, D. Olson, E.
Otto, M. Sæbø, J. Schaper, S. Sekine, J.L. Ska,
SJ, M.A. Sweeney, and J. de Waard.
Reading Responsibly - Tony L. Moyers
2016-03-28
Reading Responsibly: A Guide to Biblical
Interpretation focuses on two key areas:
methods and ethics of interpretation. The book
introduces, explains, and guides students in the
understanding and application of particular
methods commonly used by biblical scholars in
the study of the Bible. The methods discussed
focus on historical, literary, and reader-oriented
aspects of biblical interpretation. The attention
to ethics occurs mainly in the last chapter.
Because the Bible is an extremely influential
book, it often motivates people to act in
beneficial or harmful ways. The focus on love for
others motivates charitable giving or actions
designed to help others. Emphasis on God’s
wrath may lead to exclusivism and even
violence. Readings leading to disrespect and
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mental or physical abuse, stem from an
irresponsible use of the Bible. Responsible
readings give full consideration to the text in its
proper context and never call for action that is
inconsistent with love and justice.
Confronting the Past - Seymour (Sy) Gitin
2006-06-23
William G. Dever is recognized as the doyen of
North American archaeologist-historians who
work in the field of the ancient Levant. He is
best known as the director of excavations at the
site of Gezer but has worked at numerous other
sites, and his many students have led dozens of
other expeditions. He has been editor of the
Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental
Research, was for many years professor in the
influential archaeology program at the
University of Arizona, and now in retirement
continues actively to write and publish. In this
volume, 46 of his colleagues and students
contribute essays in his honor, reflecting the
broad scope of his interests, particularly in
terms of the historical implications of
archaeology.
Feasting in the Archaeology and Texts of
the Bible and the Ancient Near East - Peter
Altmann 2014-10-14
This volume brings together the work of scholars
using various methodologies to investigate the
prevalence, importance, and meanings of
feasting and foodways in the texts and culturalmaterial environments of the Hebrew Bible and
the ancient Near East. Thus, it serves as both an
introduction to and explication of this emerging
field. The offerings range from the thirdmillennium Early Dynastic period in
Mesopotamia to the rise of a new cuisine in the
Islamic period and transverse geographical
locations such as southern Iraq, Syria, the
Aegean, and especially the southern Levant. The
strength of this collection lies in the many
disciplines and methodologies that come
together. Texts, pottery, faunal studies,
iconography, and anthropological theory are all
accorded a place at the table in locating the
importance of feasting as a symbolic, social, and
political practice. Various essays showcase both
new archaeological
methodologies—zooarchaeological bone analysis
and spatial analysis—and classical methods such
as iconographic studies, ceramic chronology,
reconstructing-the-society-of-ancient-israel-library-of-ancient-israel

cultural anthropology, and composition-critical
textual analysis.
The Politics of Ancient Israel - Norman Karol
Gottwald 2001-01-01
This work offers a reconstruction of the politics
of ancient Israel within the wider political
environment of the ancient Near East. Gottwald
begins by questioning the view of some biblical
scholars that the primary factor influencing
Israel's political evolution was its religion.
Reconstructing the Society of Ancient Israel
- Paula M. McNutt 1999-01-01
In this volume Paula McNutt provides a
synthesis of recent research on the nature and
development of the society of ancient Israel.
Focusing on Israelite history from the tribal
period through the time of Persian domination,
McNutt employs a social-scientific perspective to
examine recent reconstructions of the social and
cultural contexts that nurtured the literature of
the Hebrew Bible. She also offers a helpful
overview of the components and dynamics of
ancient Israelite society. By investigating the
intricate social processes that sustained the
society of ancient Israel, McNutt enables the
reader to discern the forces at work during key
periods of transition and transformation in early
Israelite history.
Paternity, Progeny, and Perpetuation - Steffan
Mathias 2020-05-14
This book offers a fresh perspective on the
importance of progeny and perpetuation of the
family line in the Hebrew tradition. Steffan
Matthias argues that the Hebrew bible depicts
failing to protect the transmission of the family
line as both a failure in the social order, a threat
to the afterlife, and a failure in masculinity,
leading to the eradication of the name and
memory of the man and the destruction of the
household. Using the work of Pierre Bourdieu,
as well as anthropological and gender-critical
insights, Matthias reassess pertinent texts which
respond to the threat of men dying without
children, such as levirate marriage (Deut
22:5-10) or the erection of monuments (Isa
56:5-8). Themes such as death, burial and
memorial, identity, covenant, name, genealogy,
property, seed and sexuality, rather than being
treated as separate parts of social or family life,
are critically assessed in light of each other.
Matthias instead illustrates how they form part
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of the same discourse of social reproduction, in
which the integrity of the family is protected and
passed down from father to son in generations of
descendants. Paternity, Progeny, and
Perpetuation raises profound questions
regarding the subtle ways texts that respond to
this threat of social annihilation – the
destruction of the father and his line - reinforce
social boundaries and construct men as
transmitters of identity and women as
submissive counterparts.
Reading the Historical Books - Patricia DutcherWalls 2014-03-18
Biblical history can be some of the most difficult
material for beginning students to grasp. The
conventions of contemporary history writing are
quite different from those of ancient Israelite
writers. Here a master teacher offers basic
orientation to the genre and conventions of the
Old Testament historical books, helping students
become careful and attentive readers. Written in
an accessible style with many ancient and
contemporary examples, this book introduces
students to some of the phenomena they will
encounter in the historical books and provides
strategies for understanding their significance.
The goal is to make further reading and study of
Scripture more informed and sensitive. Sidebars,
discussion questions, and further reading
suggestions are included.
A History of Israel, Fourth Edition - John Bright
2000-07-01
Unsurpassed for nearly half a century, and now
with a new introduction and appendix by William
P. Brown, John Bright's A History of Israel will
continue to be a standard for a new generation
of students of the Old Testament. This book
remains a classic in the literature of theological
education.
Not Bread Alone - Nathan MacDonald
2008-09-25
Not Bread Alone is the first detailed and wideranging examination of food and its symbolism in
the Old Testament and the world of ancient
Israel. Nathan MacDonald demonstrates how
references to food play a surprising and
interesting role in many stories of the Old
Testament.
The Book of the Former Prophets - Thomas W
Mann 2012-09-01
The Former Prophets of the Hebrew Bible
reconstructing-the-society-of-ancient-israel-library-of-ancient-israel

includes the books of Joshua through 2 Kings; it
is a narrative of ancient Israel's history of some
seven hundred years from the 'conquest' of
Canaan to the exile, when Israel lost the land.
Thomas Mann adoptsa critical perspective and
incorporates many distinct literary sources from
different times into his work. The result is a
compelling example of ancient historiography as
well as an impressive artistic achievement. The
book contains fascinating (andoften horrifying)
stories of war, religious fanaticism, terror, and
disaster, as well as stories of deep personal
loyalty, friendship, and faith. Finally, in a deeply
thoughtful and constructive way, The Former
Prophets addresses perennial questionslike,
amongst others, 'What is the relationship
between divine sovereignty and human political
institutions?' or 'In what sense are historical
events the result of human acts and also of
divine Providence?' .
Ancient Israel: What Do We Know and How Do
We Know It? - Lester L. Grabbe 2017-02-23
In Ancient Israel Lester L. Grabbe sets out to
summarize what we know through a survey of
sources and how we know it by a discussion of
methodology and by evaluating the evidence.
The most basic question about the history of
ancient Israel, how do we know what we know,
leads to the fundamental questions of Grabbe's
work: what are the sources for the history of
Israel and how do we evaluate them? How do we
make them 'speak' to us through the fog of
centuries? Grabbe focuses on original sources,
including inscriptions, papyri, and archaeology.
He examines the problems involved in historical
methodology and deals with the major issues
surrounding the use of the biblical text when
writing a history of this period. Ancient Israel
provides an enlightening overview and critique
of current scholarly debate. It can therefore
serve as a 'handbook' or reference-point for
those wanting a catalogue of original sources,
scholarship, and secondary studies. Grabbe's
clarity of style makes this book eminently
accessible not only to students of biblical studies
and ancient history but also to the interested lay
reader. For this new edition the entire text has
been reworked to take account of new
archaeological discoveries and theories. There is
a major expansion to include a comprehensive
coverage of David and Solomon and more
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detailed information on specific kings of Israel
throughout. Grabbe has also added material on
the historicity of the Exodus, and provided a
thorough update of the material on the later
bronze age.
Israel's Prophets and Israel's Past - Brad E. Kelle
2006-11-01
This volume is an inquiry into the complex
relationship of the prophetic texts and Israelite
history. Taken as a whole, the book provides a
"round-table" discussion that examines the
thesis that the study of prophetic literature (i.e.,
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and the Twelve) and
the history of Israel are best undertaken in
interaction with one another. This topic
appropriately honors John Hayes's long-standing
scholarly contributions in prophetic
interpretation and historical research, as well as
his interest in the possibilities of the intersection
of these two areas. The volume also promises to
contribute to the body of knowledge about
prophets and Israel's past in general by
affording twenty-four historians and prophetic
scholars the opportunity to explore their areas of
interest in fresh ways while in dialogue with a
central thesis. All twenty-four contributors have
engaged John's ideas about prophets and/or
history as students, colleagues, or in their
research and publications. Thus, the question of
what impact the fields of prophetic research and
Israelite history can and should have on one
another unites the articles. The book's individual
parts, however, are contributions of historians
and prophetic scholars who enter the discussion
from their own perspectives and examine the
possibilities and problems of the intersection of
these two topics. The articles from historians
will focus on questions about the usefulness of
prophetic texts for reconstructing Israel's
history, and will also branch out and address
topics such as the social location of the prophets
and the benefits of other ancient texts, as well as
archaeology, to understanding the prophets.
Scholars coming from the prophetic "side" will
offer different perspectives on prophetic
identity, experience, and rhetoric, and their
possible correlations with historical contexts.
These articles will engage broad issues such as
how history may form the "context of prophets'
thought" (to quote contributor J. Gordon
McConville), and will explore specific texts and
reconstructing-the-society-of-ancient-israel-library-of-ancient-israel

issues drawn from Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel,
Hosea, Amos, Zechariah, along with Daniel and
Deuteronomy.
Jezebel - Patricia Dutcher-Walls 2004
Powerful. Assertive. Evil. What we know of
Jezebel, queen of Israel, seems pure
malevolence. What we know is what ancient
writers, in their attempt to shape a theological
history, considered important. More than just an
intriguing story, Jezebel: Portraits of a Queen
provides insight into a character used (and
portrayed) by biblical writers as a negative
example. taken from narrative criticism, and
Jezebel the queen, drawn from a sociological
study. Combining these two portraits, the reader
can begin to understand the ancient writers'
worldviews, theologies, values, and loyalties.
Jezebel's story gives readers a new perspective
with which they may approach all biblical texts.
text within a framework of biblical society.
Eighth Century Prophets: a Social Analysis In this powerful sociological introduction, D. N.
Premnath brings together the social reality of
eighth century B.C.E. Israel and Judah and the
prophetic oracles of Amos, Hosea, Isaiah, and
Micah to explore the significance of their
prophetic message and vision in today's context.
He focuses on various dimensions of land
accumulation by the upper class and its effect on
the poor. Premnath uniquely uses a systemic
sociological approach, incorporating both
comparative and historical data to reconstruct
the social reality of the period and to reveal
aspects of the oracles not covered by previous
exegesis. The sociohistorical section will be of
keen interest to students as well as to scholars.
The Family in Life and in Death: The Family
in Ancient Israel - Patricia Dutcher-Walls
2009-11-15
This volume explores the advantages of seeing a
topic from two different but complementary
perspectives. All of the papers in the volume
were read at two sessions at SBL (2005 and
2006) that were co-sponsored by the Social
Sciences and the Hebrew Bible Section of SBL
and the American Schools of Oriental Research.
The sessions were designed to promote dialogue
among scholars by juxtaposing research based in
the social sciences and archaeology. Scholars
contributed papers from within their own
methodological and research perspective, but
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addressed possible interactions and overlaps
that their research might contribute to the
complementary perspective. Significant
intersections between the approaches emerged
when patterns of social interactions accessed by
social scientific methods paralleled patterns in
material remains accessed by archaeological
methods. The sessions and thus the book achieve
coherence because all of the papers attended to
aspects of the family in ancient Israel. While the
presenters selected their own topics in the
subject area, several foci emerged that reflect
current research interests in these fields. These
foci include research on ancestors and the cult
of the dead, configurations of family house
structures, and family relational interactions. All
of the papers make their methods and
approaches visible and delineate clearly the
textual or material basis of their research, so
that the dialogue among the papers is facilitated.
How Israel Became a People - Ralph K. Hawkins
2013-02-01
How did Israel become a people? Is the biblical
story accurate? In what sense, if any, is the
biblical story true? Are the origins of these
ancient people lost in myth or is there hope to
discovering who they were and how they lived?
These questions divide students and scholars
alike. While many believe the "Conquest" is only
a fable, this book will present a different view.
Using biblical materials and the new
archaeological data, this title tells how the
ancient Israelites settled in Canaan and became
the people of Israel. The stakes for
understanding the history of ancient Israel are
high. The Old Testament tells us that Yahweh led
the Hebrews into the land of Canaan and
commanded them to drive its indigenous
inhabitants out and settle in their place. This
account has often served as justification for the
possession of the land by the modern state of
Israel. Archaeology is a "weapon" in the debate,
used by both Israelis and Palestinians trying to
write each other out of the historical narrative.
This book provides needed background for the
issues and will be of interest to those concerned
with the complexity of Arab-Israeli relations.
The A to Z of Ancient Israel - Niels Peter Lemche
2010
For these very reasons, because Ancient Israel
means so much to us and because we actually
reconstructing-the-society-of-ancient-israel-library-of-ancient-israel

know so little for sure, The A to Z of Ancient
Israel is particularly important. It examines the
usual sources in the Old Testament and surveys
the findings of more recent archaeological
research to help us determine just what
happened and when, a far from simple task. It
includes entries on most of the persons, places,
and events which are generally considered, and
shows more broadly what the Kingdoms of Israel
and Judah were like and what role they played in
the ancient world, but it also defines them as
closely as possible according to the latest data.
Biblical History and Israel's Past - Megan
Bishop Moore 2011-05-17
Although scholars have for centuries primarily
been interested in using the study of ancient
Israel to explain, illuminate, and clarify the
biblical story, Megan Bishop Moore and Brad E.
Kelle describe how scholars today seek more
and more to tell the story of the past on its own
terms, drawing from both biblical and
extrabiblical sources to illuminate ancient Israel
and its neighbors without privileging the biblical
perspective. Biblical History and Israel’s Past
provides a comprehensive survey of how study of
the Old Testament and the history of Israel has
changed since the middle of the twentieth
century. Moore and Kelle discuss significant
trends in scholarship, trace the development of
ideas since the 1970s, and summarize major
scholars, viewpoints, issues, and developments.
Hebrew Bible - Old Testament : the history of its
interpretation. - Magne Sæbø
Ezekiel's Hierarchical World - Stephen L.
Cook 2004
From the Seminar on Theological Perspectives
on the Book of Ezekiel, which meets at each
annual meeting of the Society, 12 essays and
two responses representing a range of
perspectives and methods explore the ancient
and modern meanings and implications of
hierarchy in the Old Testament book. Priesthood
in exile, creation as property, and Ezekiel i
A History of Israel - John Bright 2000-01-01
A definitive text and resource for every student
of the Old Testament, this fourth edition of John
Bright's now classic work is newly introduced by
William P. Brown.
The Hebrew Bible in Light of the Dead Sea
Scrolls - Armin Lange 2013-06-11
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Until recently, most non-biblical manuscripts
attested in the Qumran library were regarded as
copies of texts that were composed after the
books of the Hebrew Bible were written.
Students of the Hebrew Bible found the Dead
Sea Scrolls therefore mostly of interest for the
textual and interpretative histories of these
books. The present collection confirms the
importance of the Dead Sea Scrolls for both
areas, by showing that they have revolutionized
our understanding of how the text of the biblical
books developed and how they were interpreted.
Beyond the textual and interpretative histories,
though, many texts attested in the Qumran
library illuminate the time in which the later
books of the Hebrew Bible were composed and
reworked as well as Jewish life and law in the
time when the canon of the Hebrew Bible
developed. This volume gives important
examples as to how the early texts attested in
the Dead Sea Scrolls help to better understand
individual biblical books and as to how the later
texts among them illustrate Jewish life and law
when the canon of the Hebrew Bible evolved. In
order to find an adequate expertise for the
seminar »The Dead Sea Scrolls and the Hebrew
Bible«, the editors invited both junior and senior
specialists in the fields of Hebrew Bible, Second
Temple Judaism, Dead Sea Scrolls and Rabbinics
to Rome.
What Did the Biblical Writers Know and
When Did They Know It? - William G. Dever
2001-05-10
For centuries the Hebrew Bible has been the
fountainhead of the Judeo-Christian tradition.
Today, however, the entire biblical tradition,
including its historical veracity, is being
challenged. Leading this assault is a group of
scholars described as the "minimalist" or
"revisionist" school of biblical studies, which
charges that the Hebrew Bible is largely pious
fiction, that its writers and editors invented
"ancient Israel" as a piece of late Jewish
propaganda in the Hellenistic era. In this
fascinating book noted Syro-Palestinian
archaeologist William G. Dever attacks the
minimalist position head-on, showing how
modern archaeology brilliantly illuminates both
life in ancient Palestine and the sacred
scriptures as we have them today. Assembling a
wealth of archaeological evidence, Dever builds
reconstructing-the-society-of-ancient-israel-library-of-ancient-israel

the clearest, most complete picture yet of the
real Israel that existed during the Iron Age of
ancient Palestine (1200 600 B.C.). Dever's
exceptional reconstruction of this key period
points up the minimalists' abuse of archaeology
and reveals the weakness of their revisionist
histories. Dever shows that ancient Israel, far
from being an "invention," is a reality to be
discovered. Equally important, his recovery of a
reliable core history of ancient Israel provides a
firm foundation from which to appreciate the
aesthetic value and lofty moral aspirations of the
Hebrew Bible.
Joshua 1-12, Volume 7A - Trent C. Butler
2017-10-10
Trent C. Butler's excellent commentary on
Joshua is updated and revised. This new edition
takes into account the most recent scholarly
work on the book of Joshua. The commentary
includes Butler's translation of the text,
explanatory notes, and commentary to help any
professor, student, or pastor with research and
writing. Features include: -solid biblical
scholarship for teachers, pastors, and students updated bibliography commentary for deeper
study -thorough coverage of the biblical
languages -close analysis of ancient manuscripts
of Joshua The Word Biblical Commentary series
offers the best in critical scholarship firmly
committed to the authority of Scripture as divine
revelation. It is perfect for scholars, students of
the Bible, ministers, and anyone who wants a
theological understanding of Scripture.
Prophetic Divination - Martti Nissinen
2019-10-08
Prophecy was a wide-spread phenomenon in the
ancient world - not only in ancient Israel but in
the whole Eastern Mediterranean cultural
sphere. This is demonstrated by documents from
the ancient Near East, that have been the object
of Martti Nissinen’s research for more than
twenty years. Nissinen's studies have had a
formative influence on the study of the prophetic
phenomenon. The present volume presents a
selection of thirty-one essays, bringing together
essential aspects of prophetic divination in the
ancient Near East. The first section of the
volume discusses prophecy from theoretical
perspectives. The second sections contains
studies on prophecy in texts from Mari and
Assyria and other cuneiform sources. The third
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section discusses biblical prophecy in its ancient
Near Eastern context, while the fourth section
focuses on prophets and prophecy in the Hebrew
Bible/Old Testament. Even prophecy in the Dead
Sea Scrolls is discussed in the fifth section. The
articles are essential reading for anyone
studying ancient prophetic phenomenon.
Historical Dictionary of Ancient Israel - Niels
Peter Lemche 2003-12-10
This reference examines sources in the Old
Testament and surveys the findings of recent
archaeological research. It includes entries on
the significant persons, places and events;
covers the Kingdoms of Israel and Judah and
what role they played in the ancient world; and
defines them as closely as possible according to
the latest data. Readers will find that, while the
results may differ from traditional views, they
are essential correctives.
Family and Household Religion - Rainer
Albertz 2014-05-30
This volume is the most recent collective
contribution of a group of biblical scholars and
archaeologists who are engaged in an ongoing
debate about the nature of family and household
religion in ancient Israel and its environment. It
is intended to complement the volume
Household and Family Religion in Antiquity,
edited by John Bodel and Saul M. Olyan, which
grew out of a conference held at Brown
University in 2005 on household and family
religion in the ancient Mediterranean world,
with an emphasis on cross-cultural comparison.
Several meetings after the Brown conference
carried the theme forward, and a fourth meeting
at Westfälische Wilhelms-Universität Münster in
April 2009 emphasized theoretical and
methodological challenges facing scholars of
household and family religion (e.g., the
conceptualization of family/household religion,
the problem of identifying pertinent artifacts,
and the difficulties inherent in using texts
together with material evidence). This volume is
a direct outgrowth of the Münster meeting. For
both the meeting and the volume, the goal was
to bring together a group of specialists in
biblical studies, epigraphy, and archaeology who
would utilize a variety of humanistic and socialscientific approaches to the data and would also
be willing to engage in dialogue and debate;
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during the conference in Münster, there was
much vigorous intellectual engagement. The
essays published here reflect the energy of that
conference and will contribute, both individually
and collectively, to the advancement of our
knowledge of Israelite family and household
religion.
Passion, Vitality, and Foment - Lamontte M.
Luker 2001-01-01
A collection of essays showing that the postexilic
period was an age of robust religious vitality that
gave birth to Rabbinic Judaism and early
Christianity focuses on the range of religious
advances in this time period, from the Sabbath
and the synagogue to the vitality of feminine
spirituality, wisdom traditions, and apolcalyptic
visions, all of which demonstrate the richness of
Second Temple Judaism. Original.
The Mystery of Eve and Adam - Ron Moe-Lobeda
2012-03-02
What if the story of Eve and Adam was not
meant to be a story about creation and the origin
of life? What if Eve and Adam were not
personifications of all women and men? What if
the curse on the woman had nothing to do with
the physical pain of giving birth? What if
working by the sweat of the brow was a
description of the slavery that existed under the
monarchy? What if being cast out of the garden
of Eden was a metaphor for the deportation of
people from Judah to Babylon? The author of this
book takes readers on a journey of inquiry
leading to the conclusion that the story of Eve
and Adam was authored by the theological
school of Jeremiah in order to dissuade the
Judean people never to reinstate the monarchy
after their return from Babylon--a monarchy that
previously was responsible for so much infant
mortality, subjugation of women, and
enslavement of its own people. At the heart of
this journey is the discovery that Eve and Adam
actually are metaphors for Israel and Judah--two
nations that chose to have a king like other
nations and suffered the consequences.
Philosophy and Practice in Writing a
History of Ancient Israel - Megan Bishop
Moore 2009-07-01
An examination of current methodologies for
writing Israel's history.
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